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8 OLOMO N'S I 


SERMON MADE 
to the people; teaching euery 


man bowe to order his life, ſo as 


they may come to true and 
euerlaſting happines. 


FD * > With a Paraphraſe. or ſhort expoſition 
| a thereof,made by Theodore Beza. 
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” A Paraphraſeypon that Sermon that Solowon 
made conoerning the ſoueraigne good. 


| CHAP. . 
UVerſ. 1. ( Thele are) the woordes of the 
Preacher the ſonne of Dauid, King of Ieruſalem. 


THE PARAPHRASE. 


I V E diligent heed andatren» 

II dance O all degrees and eſtates 
ol men, yee ſhall heare a Prea- 
cher, not of tlie common ſort, 
bur cuen a King, making a Ser- 

mon vnto you, and that, of ſuch 

pointes, as of all other, are moſt 
neceflarie, for the guiding as 
| vwelof private as pub afirs. 
- = A King I ſay, the Sonne of wor- 
thie DAY1D, and, albeit not called to the Pricſtes office, 
yet placed by G OD in Jeruſalem, as in the verie Caſtle of 
trueth and religion, for the holy and wiſe rule and gouerne- 
ment of you. | Ar 
Verſ. 2. V anitie of vanities, ſayth the Preacher, vanitis of 

vanities, alltheſe thinges( are ) vanicie. * 

And this is the ſumme of my Sermon: namely, that all 

thoſe are greatly deceiued, and doe fall into moſt certen 
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deſtruRion,who, whether they confider the worlde it ſelie, 
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thing in che worlde, which is ſſot intonſtant, "flirting, Fani- 
ſbing; & euenmoſt vaine vanitie. Whereuponde follow eth, 
that all their endeuors are vaine, ho fro ſuch vaine things 
doe looke for any ſteadfaſtneſſe, much leſſe for any thing 
that may laſt for euer. | 
Verſe 3. Whathath a man leſs of all bis labour wherein bee 
1 D Oo a 
And beeauſe I ſee that all men, or at leaſt the moſt parte. 
will riſe vp againſt me, as being of a contrary iudgement, as 
appeareth by their indeudurs and matters: firſt, Laſke this 
queſtiongnorof thoſe that are ſlouthfull and doe nothing, 
but idl ee vpon this world, who are not worthie ſom 
as to be called men: but, of thoſe wiſe men, who by manifold 
cares, and much toy le both of ſoule and bodie, dreamed that 
they might atteine that reſt, which ſo deſirouſly they ſought 
after: whether any of them by their trauailes hath gotten 
any thing, which eyther in it ſelfe, or in them that atteyned 
it, was of any continuance, or long reſted & remained with 
- them. Surely, whichcrſocucr they turne their eies or their 
mindet, they muſt needes conſeſſe they were able to com̃ · 
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_palſeno ſuch matter. 5 T2 
+ Verſ. 4. (One) generation paſiteth, and (an other] ge- 
_ eration ſucceedeth,but the earth abideth for euer. ed 
© © Forhirſt, if we conſider the partes of the whole worlde, 
among which,man paſſeth all the reſt, not only ſeuerallmen 
one by one, but whole houſholdes, people & nations depart 
out of this life, and others come in their roome, & they alf 
in their time goe their wayes : ſo that the earth may be com- 
pared to a ſtage, wherein one player commech in afrer and. 
.ther, and being it ſelfe conſtant and ſtanding faſt, doeth caſt 
in their teeth their tranſitorie eſtate, that, abiderh but fora 
moment. Andif, by reaſon that mien themſelues doe dye, 
their life be ſo vncerten and ſoflicting, what greater folle 


is there then theirs, who imagine they can finde any chin 
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ſteadfaſt and of 2 wherein to reſte, eyther i in 

chemſchues, or in other, and eyther in this life, Grin thoſe 

thinges wherein this life ſtandeth? | 20) pe 

7 80 5. And tbe Jun riſeth, and the Summe goeth downe, 
madig till bje coime to bis place where bee 

rifeth. © RP noo | 


Andin not gente but euen the other partes urlhe worlde, 
albeit they die not as wee doe, rho fakes they: were 
created: yer euen in their nature doe det lære x reſtleſſe 
chajinge, and doe ſing vnrs vr as it ere with a leude voice, 
22 wee muſt ſecke reſt in ſome other ching, and not in 
em. 2 288 f RIO! TY $214 
NIE the Sunne, "ha Randech in che dete of the 
heapens, a as it were a King or an Emperour,” bee a witneſſe 
hereof, and preach it yrito v. For albeit, after ſo many 
ages, it continue in it felfe;/as it was cfeated from the be- 
 ginning, and being of an vi akeable ftrength,/hatk runne 
ouer and fitiſhed fo many races;Yerhath it not reſſed. ney- 
cher doth reſt in any place, no not for a moment: —.— 
ſtoode ſtil] in any p acc; nor doth ſtand ſtill: but fetehing '# 
mpaſſt, : CHAR 1 riſech and ferreth, carrying with it the 
inte; Carried of dayes and hightes, and returning againe from 
vᷣhenet it came, that it may from chenee beginne his courſe 
againe. Then, what peace can that bring vnd N. which 
herein onely is couſtant ang lke fee; chatit d andeth n not 
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ſtill in any place aN 
Verſe, 6., The wiqdes ide South; avid echeth. 4 tins 
paſf hour to the 'N# ee phi and paßeth to Ibis 
place and ip that, and the Co bake againe 10 all the 
Place, ; by which it bath gon Wee 
Büte f if wee c ie Io) to che partes chat are necret 


ynto Aer is more Inſtable then this vetie aire, Which 
is caſt duet vs Tounde*aboitt; where the windes raigne, 
and coffe vp and downe al Pthàt ſpace; nowe gad er 
warde the nel and anon hauing verie fwiſtely 
INE cin Blows very fiereely from the Norr ier 
ung chere; where they? \ ati beginning'th here, 
were they en * e eee 26D Ne e 
A. * SI 
b Ferſ. 7. 41 
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long ere this ouerſlowed & rede if partes of 55 hey 
But the caſe ſtandeth farre Sap aa all the waters chat 
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to pilſernderlumumiitherLhaue'done/For e 
vherin menneyther obſeiut any 5 any end. 
— Pn make ſerch for al ny 
nu rare 7 ? Sc rom Prey actlyascuriouſly 
profir aineglor — 
— eb all painefull ttauaile ici iſi = mat. 
2 — s, o plea- 
ſures, laſt 2 Fall ro vngodlineſſe: vnlcflc,(as h wee 
Hhal hate occaſion £3 how Achby be guided by ſome other 
manner of Spirito chem by the hirn of mam. And this 
talleth out hy thowftriudgement of God i who! by this 
meanes taketh vengeance of the pr — 
witte, >= 7 ohh receiucd/ruenfrom — 97-g 

of mankin 20 10 rg 

2 „ Eee pred things att are 
the Samt hey ure 3 Rede u 1b 
ere a vexation of minddle. a ad 14 words 
Beeing chereſore this mflaihed with defirez aint haui 

digrrichs ſearched! throughout che whidke' worlde: an 
places here the Sunne ſhineth dn che earth 3 haue 
found that all rhis : græat paines is taken in vaine;-and1 
haue had no better rewardifor:my labour, then the vnquitt 


and vnprofitable weatying of my ane, feedingir fe nr 


were with wind. E Hl ni boit ind 
Verſe NJ. hal sdhich is oled canndtbe made fre und 

——— not he numbred. 20 90) 7 
For if we cunſider che them e very late 


of the whole Morlde and all thepartes — nowe it 
ſtandeth ſince mans fall) and allch g eftecks char follow ther- 
of, doe teſtiſie ſo great a confuſion „that 
whoſoeucr ſhall ſpende: him ſelf! in after them 


ſhall reape nothing thereby, bur moſt — troubleʒ 
eſpeciallie for that no — 4 1 to bring ihat 
con 
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16. r bebold 1 
and-increaſtd-wiſdome about all that went before mie in 
and wy bears hub ſeene muck wiſdom: arid A * 
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And leaſt any man may n — e, that in deede! 
bene gone about it, but eyther AR of wirte, or by fault of 
ce haue not attayned 898 K. I may Nene 
this of my ſelfe without atrogancie chat haue 
farre; that ag well in wiſdome and knowledge of — Py 
cretes of nature, as in power, Ihaue farte excelled all thoſe 


though very ſpeciall men, that euer = — 25 


is the ſanctuar ie * 
Ne. 17. And iben 
dome and hnow! — ply om 1 leber rg 
to — it hall, or avexation of mind. 
Beeing therefore thus prepared to get this knowledge, 1 
hly learned, whatſdeuer mans itte can reach vnto 
in the whole nature of things, not excepting thoſe wherein 
mem ſuaruing from tlie truth, and heeim together by the 
cares about contrarie opinions doe bewray notone]y t 
ignorance, but cuen heir ſolly and minyfold madneſſe. And 
now hauin gone thorough al "Iprofeſſe againe that I have 
——— noth —_ therby but a penſſue Wedriſomencſie of 
mx minde, —— ache with chis-moſt vaine ſearch as 
— wb 1224 oo ia 3 7 7 
Verſ. 18. Becauſe in much wiſdome, el rk. 
and he that increaſetle-in knowledge jnerraſeth ſmow.”"" 
5 wana chis diligent ſearehꝭ euen the moſt Rarpewiries 
1 — ching that ———— d 
— — further he tzecthin this wiſdomes 
tho more he is offended: and che morehe hath learned, he 
more he is tormented, partly becauſe he is fil f 


very manpthings; partly becauſe he bags very Incertame 


ä JETS: 
7903 213 1e n DONT U. 14 [G30 l 21 
; er 11 28, Thiett E 2 


2 


8 CHAPTER II. 
ern e — 
Gece vas rake thy pleaſure in . — E and bebyii 


r. 5% 144468 


-. 


n 


— TIE 


8 9 mt JET RT % 
HE. +a 2 —Y 2 = WES 
, j a 1 0 N — Ie 9 . | 5 - a — 5 
= * en. „ r Ss =? 
þ N . us 1 * * 
> as * 0 
ol & 
20 { ; | AS §. : ; 
4 
* 


. 
* 
* 


Fj 
ILY — — 
7 way to wor —— th bel. 
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caſure, er may de 
2 A Alzee, tube dhe fill of it er may delgh 
baue gotten — Cr but a moit vaine vanitie. For what 
iedfafines at all can a man ſinde in thoſe rhings that con · 
fume & ſpend in the very vſing af them ? and how can thoſe 
things ſatisſie che which becing meaſurablie taken 
ſuſteyne the bodie but for a ſmal time;and becing taken im. 
. a moſt certen bane ———— ba» 
2 2 2 Of laughter Lhaveſudjeio mad, ond of ip what avi 
tit work 
| Wherefore I chaunged my minde, and abhorring laugh- 
ter, Hence from me, ſaid I. thou meere madnefle, and being 
out of loue with pleaſures, l ſaid,whar haue Ito do wich thee 


F Te (or)bening ad\(d,1 determined tees 
erſ. 3 1 to 
fleſh to vine, chat is, to fare delicioullic, and (yerfor all that):0 , 


acquaint years, andi lay holde of fobie, (chat ia 
marke,whar offence is herein commiedy): untill F mught ſer; 
what 0 — doe under heauen the 1 
. Then from henceafer Thad confided diigeas 
lie and often w at ay it were beſt to. 
the former would prooue, 1 determined . 2 eber 3 
—— to liue Alan and ſumptuouſlie, as 
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es, there was. neuer any in ier * 
Aer e then J. 
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mereauer my miſdem remained 

7 Therefore become Srearanding adapt ws > that | 
: 2 — enlatem, therewas dans tobe 
| — 7 earls this while in ſo great glorie, and 
ſogreat aboundance of all things, 1 Knete thingde- 
prom rhe guts of wiſe king... 


n whatfoeuer mine eyes def. i wichbeld r 
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eben 07 TER Fan's any boy for ot. heart re. 
voyced in all my laboyrs, and this was my portion of all my trazaile. 
* Rid e lr my ſiglir that pleaſed mine cies: I ab- 
'Rain:d from 5 en wherewith my minde might be che- 
ted: and I was * followeand doe dlſthele'rhinges, nor 
onely wich no griefe, hut alſo wich great te, and I had 
Bo Fes fruire of this my labour, but pleaſure far the time 1 
enipy yes them. : 
ng 11. Ind 1 boohed backe upon all n wor 's that my 
wrought and the travaile that 1 bad laboiired 10 bri 
=o " otbebod: 4 theſe things are vanitie, dd forde me wit 
ad (or, are a vexation of mind.) neither is there 9 thing lefs 
onder the due „ aha 
For { turned my minde to thoſe ſo man 704 ſo ſtatelie 
Wh ary in the only building whereof I had beftowed'as reat 
Jealé of 'veri pda confeſſe, but verie painefull la- 
1 bodie, to ſee if theſe rhinges would pur 
me in hope of any ſtedfaſt and ſounde matter, and ſuch as 
. e inderde for my minde to . it ſelfe vpon: 
cee this my expectation alſobeeing of ti ſelfe foulic 
deceniicd.l founde by experience that all Woke oy ,ſceme 
they neuer fo goodlie, are meere vanitic, where 
minde coulde be no better ſatisfied, then if he had taken his 
fl of winde: and indeede that there i is no worldly thin 
vnder che Sunne: whether you reſpect men. chem geln 


11 go chem ſelues eme one thi ie another, 
e verie thinges which either them ſelt 2 or the 
worlde 2 vnta them, that is of a ſtedlaſt and' abiding 

e. And in theſe ſo tranſitorie thinges ho | 


for anie true and ſounde quietneſſe | | 
wich he may haue qe good cauſe to — 1 
e 13. dn %. 1 looked backs to —— at is, t nal 4 
wiſfome : at 1 by m0 come after the that which 
vowe is done ? that i is, for what is there in a Sri 
whereupon he may preſume to match him ſelfe 
King thus going befote him, ro knowe the thing 
bene done before time 


a mans 
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And yet Net no man for this thinke me to be madde, a8 if 
ITdid therefore make no difference betweene wiſedome, and 
either madneſſe or follic,which.is the meane be tuene them 
rech (and hat priyare man can hope to comeneerethe 
King inſcarchin 8 out what hath happened in former ages l 
fay,thatin this ſo divers and ada toſſing of my minde 
to and fro, Thatie found this; that wiſedome gocth as farre 
beyond follie, as light beyond darkeneſſe. W FF 
. n 4 Kea « \ . * 
_ Oelſ. GN or the wiſe mans eye» ave in his head: but a foole 
walketh in darkenefie; but 1 haue alſo learned ihat ihe ſame ende 
befalleth torbewall, .. 328 
Fot wiſe men are truely Aer ſg bepotdngthiogs p > 
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ſent with the eyes of the hea that 109 conſider them alſo 
with the eyes of the minde, and doe alſo prouidently foreſec 
things to come: but fooles can ſee no better at mid day den 
blind men. But. ( which is moſt miſerable of all) I haue mar- 
ked, that all this N iſedome of the world can no way binder, 
but that both of them muſt be ſubiect to the common incon- 
yenicnces and calamũties of mans life. n 
Derſ 15. Therefore, I ſaide vith iy ſelſs, as it falleth to the 
foole, ſo will it fall to ne: 10-what end then ſpould 1 be more wiſe? 
Therefore 1 ſaid with my ſelfe thisu alſo vanitie. ER 

Which if it be ſorhat by no wiſdome of man I can avoide, 
but that at length my condition muſt be al one with the mo 
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ſoole, what good wil it then do me to haue taken ſuch paines 
to be wiſer then he Therfore vpon good reaſon I ſet it down 
with my ſelfe, that tliis alſo is a fog e eee thing. 
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Verſ. 16. For there ſhall be no remembrance of the wiſe nan 
with the foole,that is, there ſhalbe no mention, neither of the 
viſe man nor of the foole in time to come: becauſe in thedaies 
that follow all things ſhall be fireotten,and how dyecb the wiſe man 
with the foole? that is, no otherwiſe dieth the wiſe man then 
the foole. 1 7 
For in that chings to come willby continuance oftimebe 
blorted out, ſurely the memorie neither of the wiſe, nor of thE 
foohſh thar are departed can laſt Jong. And what a thing is 
us, that the wiſe man dyeth as well as the ole. 
Verf 17. , Therefore 1hatedbfe it ſelfe © becauſe it is © 
chat it diſpleaſeth me. x baiſoruer is dont vnder the ume: 
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on of minde. | 

Therefore the verie life of men was rhelotiie yrito mie 
hen 1 confidered theſe thinges': and Whatſoeuet endow 
vader the Sunne did preatly iſpleaſe 15 becauſe all 
are vaine, where wich men feede them ſelues as it Tre i wit! 
winde. 

vf 18. Thad ao w — Froeuallet wats 

4 becauſe wie 7 Pull have is 0 the man that Pl come af | 


' * Moreouer for another cauſe alſo I began to hate all * 
pines I had taken, chough otherwiſe not fn. | 


ome vnto me, and which Ihad beſtowedin ſtore of 
riches together, bet auſe at the length l [ muſt ecken and 
leaue them to mine heire. 

2 19. Aud mbdInoweth whether fee dp 


. tp Uhexptis 


hebe a * * for 3 155 foole haue l be at m lf in heap ns 
fo many goods toge d and in valne th I be foun. 
haue ellalicbed my my 15 dome ſo carefully ps 4 
which he by his oth all bring to nocking, Fel f 
| be a wiſe mã, yet wi henorhau the fe fall 
haue built, or ſet in order, but that which I Raue uilt Barre 
he will alter into round : to conclude, he will order all 
both priuare and publike, not as Ihaue done, but ac- 
ding to his newe deuice. And therefore herein apearct 
Iva kinde of vanitie. 
erſ. 20. And1 turned, (chat is, in thinking l came to 


25 po int that 7 4 ee in aim bon ph 


Therefore hauing catyed my mind to and fro au way. 
and caſt all accounts, ealling my ſelfe home 


Soca 
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mincd. at once to giue ouct and caſt away 
Ears, aut t. Where wich I 5 


* 5 & 
— % % * * * 
"oo 0 41. 


- 
* * — — 
N - ö — * Py 7 PEPE, 1 ES . 707 bb. A 
by » — ms © KY 0 J % by - p _ * 
3 : > 
4 


* f I ; $.% * 1 

a, a hs Go 777... EE Oe Ws ne WE * 

4 1 * 3 F 4 
3 


£ 4 Fe I 22 8 6 FF ” * * a 5 2 * 3 $ * * 
1 6. CT 1 0 4 WA - 4 7 es ©: . * 
* ; k. of 14; WM e 


VPON. /ECCLESIA STES. 


" Perſc-21." For there v mane, whoſs traualle band beve with 
wiſedome 


And hnowledge,and equirie : mow is, itis not hard to 


wiſely, skilfully, and vp- 
felfe riches: e to or — 


le be leare it bus 1 aſs 
vantie nd an 2 1 288 


2 as I ſaid euen nowe, let a man A neuer fo great wiſc- 

dome, skill, and vprigheneſſe of minde — his af- 
— out forthe moſt part. that ſuch thinges as he 
— * and 1 5 with care, he leaueth to them to 


poſſeſſe, who * ſo much as one finger toward the 


gerting of them; true ſave eat yanitic and ex- 


" "Perf. 22. "Forwhas hath man, /thari is, what is there leſt 
Into man, Jofall labour, & thoughe of. beart herein be hath tra- 
owe ook yore | 
For hath aman when he qyeth. anyofall thoſe thin 
— 1 him, in getting or keeping whereof he by” 

o great care, weary his bodie and minde all that long 


time, ene he might haue taken lealire in enioying the” | 
vie of his life 2 85 . 


F al bis s are ſorrowes, and h 
pit x a , Mir pr pogo 


Then vic, I ſay, of this li 7 2 1 he had ſcarce: 
any one moment yoide of ſorrowes : wherein bein g occupi- 
ed about endleſſe bufineſſe he1 was neuer free 1 

ery nights, 


ces of mind, and paſſed not ouer ſo much as the v 
one other Ting ——— without con- 
which is an eſpeciall proofe of mans 


F. * 55 then for man, _ is, it Nose 
hy commodite SE 


man, — 


made either for no profitable vſe, or euen for mans deſtrus 
| Rion? Godfarbid:: for alchough we hauealreadieprooned 
char man can findenothing, for the attaining whereofhee 
rmed a bleſſed man neither in any pati 
him ſelfe, nor in thoſe thinges,whichici- 
ther mans wit can ſinde out, or his wiſedome performe, and 
ſer in order ( for of thinge 
needefull to ſpeake, the vic and yſſue whereofc annut other. 
ie) yet it followeth not thereof, 
h for mans ſake were created, 
to be found, which may helpe a man to e: 
der his life wiſely, diſereetly, honeſtly and well: What good 
then is to bee gotten by them ? namely, ( to ſpeake firſt; of 
thoſe things which. are requiſite for the maintenance of this 
preſent life) to lovke for: nd other thing from them, then 


may worthily be tea 
of this worlde, nor in 


wiſe be but alwayes vnha 
that of all thoſe things, 


there is not 


- 


sin themſelues wicke 


d, ic was nat 


char, for which they were created, and to thee, whatſoey 
chou art, granted by God in chat meaſure, that ſeemed gon 
vnto him. Now, they were not made for this ende, that thou 
ſhouldeſt depend vpon them, or reſt in them, which w haue 
ſuewed to be ſo inconſtant, neythet yet to bhoorqe them vp 
ſo asthey (hall doe nogood, n 


ger to thy ſelfe, nor roa 


other: nor to waſt them riotouſſy, as if they would not 


faſt ynough of themſelues : hut to the ende, chat accordin 
to thy place and calling thou ſhouldeſt wich a caulme anda 
quiet minde, and being content wich that thou haſt gotten 
by chine honeſt labour, ſhouldeſt fo. paſſe this life. Andiſ 
belides this vie, thou looe for any other thing from them, 
chou art greatly deceiucd,foraſmuch as in the verie right vic 
of them, they ſpend & waſte away. But moreouer remember 
this, chat neither by chaunce, nar by help of, the: ſelfe ſame 
chinges thou haſt atteined them, either by gift fram ani o- 
ther, or by meanes of thine one labour, or that thy life is 
chou haſt receiued them, ro whome for 
bound to giue thanks for all, and ofwhome 
obreine to enioy them quietly and concentedly, ... 


V 25. For who could care or f cle, chat is, 
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2 | PSN ECC LE IASTE _ il EN 
bodĩe & feed the ſenſes with thoſe good and 2 7 
1 tben I? chat is, more eaſily aud aboundantly bet 
en I? es "41 2 
But I pray you beleeue me,who haue moſt of all;and moſt, * 
de ayeduher i in chem. For K there couli/any; cer 1? 1M 
commoditie redound to men of thoſe things, that are waſted vy 5 ö 
in the very vſe of them, could any man take better triall of ir 
then I, who haue wanted nothing to ſatis fie mine appetite 
| wor 7 ? ? Au 
Verf. 26. For unte a man that is good in bis ſight, God giueth 
knowledge, and niſdome, and rain, ons the ſamer be giueth 
penſiue carefiuneſſe, to gather together and to beape vp, io leaue vn- 
% him that will be good before God, that is, that all that he hath 
gathered may come to his lor, ypon whom it ſhall pleaſe God 
to beſtow it: This is alſo vanitie,and feedetha man with wind,ov is 
avexationof mind. Ly 
But the thing Lſpake laſt of, is farre the greateſt, and eu- 
ty way the principall: namely, ſet it downe with your ſelues 
for a ſure truth, that the skill and grace to vſe all theſe things = 
wel, proceedeth from none other, but from the ſpecial boun« 
tie of God, who vnto men that referre his gracious gifts to 
the holie ſeruice of him ſelfe, giueth both that wiſdome and 
knowledge of matters which a man muſt needs haue before 
he come to the practiſe of — 1 whereby men 
m r in execution as they ought things as 
kn wiſcly deuiſed, ſinally that ſtaied and contented — 
which is altogether noedefull for them, that they be not ey- 
ther puffed vp with proſperitie, or daunted with aduerſitie. 
But when men againſt their owne conſcience, and alſo a- 
gainſt Gods warnings, and that among vs that are the peo- 
ple of God, doe liue ſhamefully, the ſame God becing a iuſt 
judge, putteth in their hartes miſerably to torment them 
ſelues in gathering together and heaping vp thoſe things, 
which afterward the ſame God at his one pleaſure taketh 
away and giueth to whome he will, ſo that in their moſt toy. 
ling life, wherunto they put them ſelues, there is no leſſe va- 
nitie to be ſcene, then if a man did dreame he could be ſatis- 
ficd with drawing in wind. 3 | 
| ; B. 1. CHAP. 
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VERSE r. To ener thing there is an appointed time, and 


there is a fitte ſeaſon for euery deſire, that is, for all things which 


men are carefull to atteine, vnder heauen. 1 
Bu go too: let vs proceede to that almoſt infinite variety 
and contrariety of things wherein this reſtleſſe life is oc- 


' Cupied:whereof ſome God hath bound by the lawes of na- 


ture, others men voluntarily take in hand to performe by 


cunning and induſtry, others the neceſſitie of this life draw- 


eth on. No for the beginning and accompliſhing of euery 
one of them Gods prouidence hath appointed a fir and con- 
uenient ſeaſon, whereof dependeth the good ſucceſſe of the 
all, and which he moſt freely rulech and ordereth at his owne 
pleaſure, but no mortall man is able either to ſtay, or to ha- 
ſten forward. | 

Verſ. 2. There is a fitte time to be borne, and a fitte time to die, a 
fitte time to plant, and a fitte time to plucke vp that which was 
planted. 

And to ſpeake firſt both of the beginning and ending of 
this tranſitorie life, meaning to come to other things after- 
ward that come betweene them both: neither by being born 
can men enter the race thereof, nor by dying come to the 
goalc, bur at ſuch ſer times and ſeaſons as God hath before 
appointed:whether rhey come to be borne or to dye, cither 
according to the lawes of nature, or againſt the order of na- 
ture. Neyther onely in mans byrth and death is this to be 
ſeene, but almoſt * diuerſities of plants created for the 
vſe of mans life, haue their appointed time, wherin to be plã- 
ted & to grow, and wherin to be plucked vp. either after they 
are waxen.ripe and come to their age, or inthe meane time 
as neceſſitie requireth. 

Derſ. 3. There in a fitte time to hill, nud a fitte time to male 
whole:a fitte time to pull downe and a fitte time to buill. 

And not onely natural life and death haue their appoin- 
ted ſeaſon, but there is alſo a time limited, wherein not with» 


out the manifold and vnſpeakeable counſell of God life is 


cur off, either by a thouſand deadly miſchiefs falling out by 


chance, 
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chance, or by outward force and violence. And contrariwiſe 
men eſcape from daungers lighting ypon them by ſome o- 
ther occaſion, and recouer of "ay many diſeaſes of all ſorts, 
And during this life, either neceſſitie ſo requiring and mans 
will ſo ſeruing, buildings are ſometimes reared vp, ſometime 
pulled downe, the bringing whereof to paſſe dependeth vp- 
on ſome fitte and ſeaſonable opportunities, which are not 
within the power and diſcretion of man, 

Verſ. 4. There is a fitte time to weepe,and a fit time to mourne, 
and a fitre time to daunce. 05 

And howſoeuer me ſtudy to auoid al troubles, yet notwith- 

ſtanding they can neyther auoid the cauſes of weeping, but 
many times are compelled to lament againſt their _ ney- 
ther can they reioyce at any other time, then when it plea- 
ſeth God. * 
Vierſ. 5. There is à fitte time to ſcatter ſtones, and a fitte time 
20 garher flones;a fitie time to imbrace, and a fitte time to be farre 
from imbracing. | . 

And if any man haue determined either to pul down hou- 
ſes, or to gather ſtones for the building of them, he muſt wayt 
fora fitte ſeaſon, which hangeth vpon many circumſtances. | 
Doeſt thou purpoſe to marrie a wife, or to haue a childe by 
thy wife / here is a fitte and appointed ſeaſon, which ſomtime 
thou art eyther compelled to obey againſt thy will, or if thou 
reſiſt ir, thou bringeſt ſome great miſchiefe vpon thy ſelſe. 
Vier 6. There is a fitte time to ſeeſe and a fitte time to looſe, a 
fitte time to keepe,and a fitte time to caſt away. | 

Doeſt thou vſe marchandiſe, or doeſt thou occupie any 
craft or trade to get thy liuing by, thou muſt marke and thar 
diligentlie the time wherein thy gaine is to be gotten, & yet 
looke to thy ſelf as skilfully & as diligently as thou canſt, thou 
ſhalr find there is ſome time, wherin thou muſt euen be faine 
to ſuffer loſſe. Moreouer very experience ſhall teach thee, 
chat there is a ſeaſonable and fitte time appointed not one- 
ly for ſparing, which alone moſt men ſtudie for, but alſo 
wherein thou maſt be content willingly to ſuffer loſſe, and of 
thine owne accord with gainefull dammage to caſt away 
that thou haſt gotten with long labour. 
Verſ:7.There is a fte time to * time io ſow, a fitte 

2. | 11186 
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> A PARAPHRASE 
time to keepe ſilence anda fitte time to ſpeake. 

Yea 8 garments 3 we are clothed at fitte 
and ſeaſonable time are ſowed,or rent in ſunder: and ſpeech 

it ſelfe whereof there is fo neceſſary & ſo large vie, is nor at 

euety time either to be put forth or kept in: which he that 
doth not moſt diligently obſerue, as he doeth depriue him 
ſelfe of infigire commodities, ſo doth he lay him ſelfe open to 
very many calamities. | yoann bt; 

Verſ. 8. There is a fire time to loue and a fitte time to hate: a 

 fitte time for warre,and a fite time for peace. 

Finallie, whereas mankind is tyed and bound together by 
the right vſe of true friendſhip , both in louing and keepi 
friendes, and alſo in the vic of them, there is wonde 
much in fitte times and ſeaſons. And there is no leſſe force 
in the contrarie, that is, in —_—_— our enemies, and either 
in ſetting vpon them, or taking heed of thẽ, & alſo in turning 
to our own vſe & beneſite ſuch iniuries & diſcommodities as 
are like to befall vs. For what order ſo euer men take with 
thẽ ſelues & with al that they haue, ſometime concord, ſome- 
tims diſcord chaungeth & altereth al priuate matters; ſome · 
time peace, ſometime warre turneth vpſide down the courſe 
of all mens affaires generallie. 

Verſ. 9. What then u« there lefi and remaining 10 come ts 
him that labouretb, of all that, wherein be traualesb. 

Which beeing ſo, what certen or laſting thing is there, 
which any man can hope to attaine by alle paines he is a- 
ble to take ? 

Verſ. 10. 1 haue ſeene the diſtracting care which God hath 
giuen to men to vexe them withall. ITAL 

And I doe not ſpeake this raſhly, but having 2 

conſidered and weighed infinite matters full of buſines afi 
care, becing aboue the capacitie of men and nothing be- 
longing to them: wherewith (God ſo taking vengeance of 
them) mortall men doe torment them ſelues, whereas they 
oughtrather to ſubmit them ſelues to the prouidence of god 
and whollie to yeeld them ſelues to be ruled thereby. 

Verſ. 11. God made all things beawtifull in their ſute ſeaſon 

yea he bath euen ſet the world in thei harts, to wit, in mens barts* 
that is, he hath brought to paſſe by his iuſt iudgement, that 
| men 
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men thinke they haue as it were the world it ſelfe and the 
gouernement thereof in their boſome; beſide that, that is, ha- 
uing no regard that, no man finder, that is, atteineth vnto the 
worte that God hath made from the beginning to the end. 

For God the moſt wiſe and mightie Creator and gouer- 


ndur of all things, as he created all things in a moſt beauti- 


full order, and appointed fitte and conuenient times for eue- 

thing that was to be, wherein no want or defect at all can 
be found: ſo beeing highly diſpleaſed with mans proud curio - 
fitic and impatiencie, he plagued their mindes with this do- 
ring perſwaſion, that they dre ame they are able to perceiue 
and gouerne that perpetuall courſe of times running done 
thoroughout all ages, which notwithſtanding they come ſo 
ſhort of, that ſpoore men) they are not able by any ſtudie or 
ſearch to comprehend, or reach vnto, not ſo much as one 
worke of Gods prouidence, in al points as the ſame is begun 
and brought to perfection. | 

Verſ. 12. Therefore 7 knew that there is no better thing for 
men, then to reioyce, and to enioy their goods in their life. 


Therefore whoſoeuer is wiſe, let him ceaſe to follow the 


example of fooliſh men, thus tormenting them ſelues with 
vnaduiſed and vaine ſearching vp and downe; and rather 


2 
} 
* 
) 


with a contented and quiet minde let him tak e his pleafure | 


in the preſent goods that God hath graunted vnto him. 

Verſ. 13. But euen that a man eateth and drinkgth , and ſeeth 

good, that is, receiueth fruix of his labour, it is the gift of God, 
And yet let no man think that he is able to giue vnto him 
ſelſe either the vſe of theſe commodities, or this contented- 
neſſe of mind. For as the ſelfe things, ſo this alſo is graunted 
of the ſpeciall gift and bountie of God, that a man hauing 
diſcharged the dueties of his calling is able to enioy and to 
take pleaſure in the vic of this light, and in thoſe things that 


are prouided for the nouriſhing of the bodie; and therefore 


aſwell ought we to pray vnto him, and looke to receiue from 


him alone all thefe things, as when we haue obtained them 


ziue thanks to him for them, and vſe them according to the 
rule of his will. 
Verſ. 14. F know that what God doeth ſhall almaies be, that is. 
whatſocuer God hath appointed ſhalbe, ſhall alwaies neceſ- 
B. 3. ſarihy 
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ſarilie be, neither can any thing be added to it, nor taken from it. 
And God ſo dealeth that men may be afraid of his preſence. 

And ſurely for a man to think, that theſe things are other- 
wiſe, and that we haue in our owne handes the cauſes of 
things, or the ſucceſſe of our one purpoſes , & for vs to tor- 
ment our ſelues, if all chings fall not out according to our 
mindes, what is it elſe but meere madnes ? For whatſoeuer 
me purpoſe, diſcuſſe, determine, & take in hand, yet ſhal that 
alwaies ſtand whatſoeuer God hath determined ſnould be 
done in times paſt, or ſhalbe done in time to come. Whoſe 
vnchangeable will, it were verie vnaduiſed and euen wicked 
to thinke, that any thing 18 or ought to bee added vnto, 
or taken from. For God at his owne pleaſure, though nor 
alwayes to bee diſcerned of vs, yet alwayes iuſt ruleth and 
guide th all thinges, to compell men euen againſt their wils 
to appeare before him, and to reuerence his Maieſtie. 

Verſ. 15. That which hath bene, nowe is, and that which 

 ſrallbe, bath bene alreadie, and which is driuen paſt, will God re- 
quire, namely, to bring it backe againe. 

Hereof it is, that by reaſon he alone doth conſtantly go+ 
uerne the chaunges and courſe of times, howe ſoeuer they 
ſeeme inconſtant vnto vs, ſuddeinly that commeth againe 
which was paſt, and that which ſhall be hereafter, hath bene 
alreadie. For Gods hand ſo guideth this wheeling courſe, 
that that, which in the running of the wheele ,is nowe gone 
paſt vs, ſhall in time, hauing fetched his compaſſe, come 
into place againe. 

Verſ. 19. Beſides,I ſaw under the Sun, the place of iudgment, 
there was iniquitie, & the place ef Iuſtice, there was wickedneſſe. 

Moreouer, as I haue generally ſnewed, what, and howe 
great the vanitie of mans wiſedome and ſkill is: ſo nowe l 
meane to lay open particularly, verie many thinges that I 
haue diligently marked in the courſe of this life, whereby all 
men may more and more vnderſtand, howe farre they are 
deceiued, that ſeeke for contentment in any worldly thing. 

Firſt therefore, when I conſider the conuerſation that 
men haue one with another, this commeth to my minde, 
as a moſt miſerable thing, that whereas there fall ouramong 
the controuerlies without number, for the deciding 1 

cre 
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there are good lawes made, and magiſtrates ordeined,yer ſo 
Farre off is it, that by this meanes euery man commeth to his 
own right, that contrariwiſe, iniurie is in no place more born 

our: as if all iniuſtice were armed with publique authoritie. 
' Verſ. 179. Fſaide to my ſelfe,God will iudge therighteous and 


the wicked, becauſe there is a ſeaſonable time for euery purpoſe and 


for euery worke appointed there, chat is, with God the Judge. 
And now I pray you tell me, what remedie in this caſe can 
you finde among men themſelues? Surely none at all, whi- 
therſoeuer you looke, foraſmuch as they are armed with 
publique authoritie, who breake all lawes without controul- 
ment. Therefore we muſt appeale vnto God one that wil 
be aiuſt auenger and deliucrer of the guiltleſſe man that is 
oppreſſed. Bur when ſhall this be? Let no man here diſquiet 
himſelfe in vaine, but flying thither, that is, to Gods iudge- 
ment ſeate, with a quiet minde, let him waite for time of gi - 
uing iudgement. For euen there is that certaine and ap- 
pointed time, wherein, euery one, both iuſt and vniuſt, ſtan- 
ding before his judgment ſeate, he will give righteous iudge- 
ment, euen of the thoughtes of men, much more will he aſke 
an account of ſuch thinges as they haue done, well or ill. 
Verſ. 18. And I ſaide in wy heart vpon the ſtate of men that 
is, looking to nothing elſe, but the preſent ſtate of men, ſo 
farre as mans reaſon can conſider of it, God hath ſo made 
them, to aſſure them and to ſhew them that they are beaſies . 
And, if we doe not accompt this for a certaine and vn- 
doubted truth, neither looke any higher then to thoſe things 
that offer themſelues to our ſenſes, what elſe can we eſteme 
of men themſelues and their eſtate but that as it were by the 
vqxce of God himſelfe it is cleerely and plainly ſhewed, that 
there is no better account to be made of men thẽ of beaſts? 
Verſ. 19. For the ende of a man is the ende of a-beaſt, they 


haue F ſay, all one end: as is the carkaſe of the. one, ſa is the carhaſe 


of the other, and this man hath noexcellencie aboue that beaſs. For 
all chinges are vanitie:that is to ſay, both the one and the other 
come to corruption. | 1 An. 


beaſts, both of thẽ giuing vp the Ghoſt after one ſort, as alſo 


they breath after one ſort; and after death neither men nor 
ED B. 4. beaſtes 


For outwardly there appeareththe ſame ende of men and 
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other, all theſe worldly thinges vaniſhe away at their deach. 

Verſ. 20. All this goech to one place, all this came from duſt, 
and to duſt ſpall retur ne. | ; 

For both men and beaſtes goe to one place, to wit, to duſt, 
from whence they were both taken. NY 
 Verſ, 21. I bo lnowetb, chat is, although it bee ſo, as af- 
terwardit followeth. chap 12. 9, yet what man among a 
thouſand knoweth it, and by what reaſon of man can it bee 
ynderſtoode? Whither the ſpirit of the ſonnes of men go upward, 
and whether the ſpirite of beaſtes goe downeward into the earth. 

Yea bur you will ſay there is a great difterence berweene 
the ſpirite of men & of beaſts. For the one departing our of 
che bodie flyeth vpward to him that gaue ir, but the ſpirit of 
beaſtes dying withthe bodic gocth downewarde. But what 
man among a thouſand knoweth this ? nay, this difference 
we bee vnderſtoode by the meere light of mans vnder- 

anding. a 

Ver. ,4 2. Therefore F ſawe that there is nothing berter, then 
for a man to reioyce in his wookes : for this is his portion. For who 
can bring thee to ſee, what ſhall come after thee * 
& All which thinges being ſo, we conclude, that thoſe onely 
are wiſe in this worlde, who according to the condition of 
2»: their calling, following an honeſt kinde of life, doe take their 
| pleaſure in ſuch thinges, as they haue well gotten. For hee 
is a foole, who ſeeketh to get anie thing elſe thereby, beſides 
the onelie fruite, that commeth by vſing ſuch thinges, and 
that determined onely within the eompaſſe of this life, and 
forgetting his owne profite,tyrcth himſelſe with vnneceſſary 
* __yeavayne and moſt troubleſome thoughtes, about mee 
to come, whereas God onely challengeth vnto himſelfe 
g knowledge of them. 

3 ; CH AP. 


4- Ah 
Verſ. 1. Therefore when I bad turned my ſelſę another way, 
F conſidered all the oppreſſions thar are — ch the S — 
end beholde, there mette me the teares of them that are oppreſſed, 
tbe the 

Bur 


and want a comferter ea, power reſterh in the bande of 


doe oppreſſe chem: aud they baue no comfort 


ter. 


4 2 — 1 1 8 = 1 95 7 "4 4 + » x . "a> S: 4 Py 
Mo 2 yy - of 2 9 g 3 * 5 4 2 br Fo 2 * * * Ae” + %. +: bg 3 2 7 * 852 * 


„ CO rr oa? Cr 
5 K 


VPON ECCLESIASTES. - 
VT goe to, from this confideration which bath lifted 
me vp aboue the worlde it ſelfe, let vs returne to confider 
choſe thinges which are done neerer at hande among men 
rhemſclues. | x 
Ang here, inthe verie entrance Ilight vpon all kindes of 
iniurie, wherewith men neuer ceaſe to vexe one another in 
all places where the Sunne ſhineth: yea, which is of all other 
chinges moſt miſerable, euery where there is aboundance of 
teares ſhedde, but a man can no where finde any that deli- 
uereth the oppreſſed. And no maruaile if they haue no man 
to relieue them in theſe calamities, conſidering that power 
& ſway reſteth in their hands, by whom they are oppreſſed. 
Verſ. 2. Therefore I prayſed the dead. that are alreadie dead, 
aboue the liuing that yet line. 
Therefore their condition ſeemeth the better, who are 
already departed our of life, thẽ theirs that lingeriyet in life. 
Verſ. 3. Tea, and be is better then they both, mhoyet hath nos 
bene, nor bath ſeene the euill that is wrought under the Sunne. 
And againe, his ſtate ſeemeth more worthic tobe wiſhed 
for, then either of theirs, who by reaſon he was neuer born, 
hath had no feeling of fo many calamities, whereunto all 
men are ſubiect, that liue in any place of the earth, | 
Verſ. 4. Alſo 1 marked that in euery labour and euery good 
worke 4 man is in daunger to be enuyed of his fellowe:which alſo is 
vanitie and a conſumpiiom of the minde. | | 
To this cuill may be added another allo, that haue mar- 1 * .\Þ 
ked : that although a man bee neuer ſo carefull to live yp. =O 
rightly, and doe be haue himſelfe well in any kinde of life, yet 
he cannot eſcape the enuie of others: and euen of thoſe that 
leaſt ought to doe lt? which vadoubredly doth proue the 
notable vanitie of this liſe. : 
Verſ. 5. The foole foldeth his handles and eateth wp bis owne © 
that is, waſteth away him ſelſe. 
And beholde, on the other fide there want not ydle, ſlug- 
giſh & men god for nothing, who foulding one hand wirhin 
another, doe ſitte them downe in idleneſſe, as if they did put 
ſome religion in going about no worke at all vntill at le | 
they be ſounde to haue waſted thEfehues & all that they had. 
Virſe 6. Saying, better is ahandfill with reſt , then as muri 
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u both handes can gripe with vexation of minde. 'P 
And if you chaunce to aſke them, whatreaſon they haue 
for this ſlouthfulneſſe, they will ſay, it is better thus peace- 
ablie and quietly to be fedde with a ſmall pittance, as much 
as the paulme of a mans hande will holde, then ſparing 
neither minde nor bodie, to haue as much as both handes 
can holde. | 

Verſ. 7. Then turning my ſelfe to 4 place another way, I 
ſave another vanitie vnder the Sunne. 

And in deede, they doe fooliſhely wreſte this for excuſe of 
their ſlouthfulneſſe: yet alſo turning to conſider this, found 
thereby another notable kinde of vanitie, among the inha- 
bitantes of the whole earth. 

Verſ: 8 There is ſome man alone, and not hauing any ſecond, 
who hath neyther Sonne, nor hinſman, of whoſe labour notwith- 

landing there is no ende, and whoſe eyes are neuer ſatiſfiea with 

wealth. And for wbome doe 7 labour, and m_ my ſoule of 
good thinges: that is, my ſelfe of the vie of all theſe good 
things. This alſo is vanitie, and an euill diſquietneſſe. 

A man that is even alone, who hath no dealing with any 

man, who hath neither ſonne nor kinſman, yet toiling him- 
| ſelfe in continual labour, and bent more & more to increaſe 


| —— his wealth, of the fight whereof, his inſatiable deſire can ne- 
eo: uer haue ynough: ſurely, this is a moſt wretched man, who 
J at leaſt neuer remembreth to thinke thus with himſelfe :for 
whoſe benefite doe I rorment my ſelfe day and night, and 
robbe my ſelfe of all the commodities of this preſent life? 
Surely, who is able to expreſſe howe great vanitie and howe 
fond trouble this is? ; 
Verſ. 9. Twoarebetter then one, becauſe they haue better 
waves for their labour, | ; 
or contrariwiſe it is the greateſt pleaſure that can bee in 
chis life, for a man to haue a companion in his labours : and 
as two are able to doe more and greater matters then one 
alone, ſo the proſite that commeth of their labours ioy- 
ned together, is the more abundant. 8 
Verſ. to. Surely, if they fall, that is, if either of them fall, 


one will lift vp his fellowe, but woe be unto him thas is alone; 
Behold, 


2 
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becauſe if be fall, there is none t0 lif him vp. 
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Beholde, if twogoe on a iourney together, if one hippe 
to fall, the other is at hand to helpe him vp : contrariwiſe, he 
is like pitiſully to periſh, who bath no companion to liſt him 
VP» = . | | 

f Verſ. 11. Moreoner, if two lye together they ſhall haue heat. 
But how ſhould one alone be boat. 3 

And if two lie in a bed together, the one will keepe the o- 
ther warme, but hee that lyeth alone, lieth colde vnder his 
coueringes. i £34 

Verſ. 12. Andif any man offer violence to him, that is, 10 
either of them, two will ſtand againſt him: finally, a threefold threed 
i not eaſily broken. 

' And ifa man ſer vpon either of the two, two are more 


eaſily able to beate backe one: finallic a corde made of a 


threefolde twiſt is not eaſily broken. 


Verſ. 13. A childe poore and wiſe is better then a Ning that © 


is olde and fooliſb who will no more be admoniſhed, + 
Nowe l come to that kinde of life, which'whoſoeuer hath 
attained is vſually accounted the moſt bleſſed of all men, to 
wit, that high degree of Kings, wherein whoſocuer is placed. 
is accounted as a God among men. But for my part I woulde 


preferre a man being of that age that promiſeth no greae 


matter of it ſelfe, and euen a poore man, ſuch as common 
are deſpiſed. yet a man endued with wiſedome, euen before 
any Sins — his kingly authotitie, and many yeeres 
by his follie, and who can neither of him ſelfe foreſee what 
is meete to be dont, nor can abide to be aduiſed by others. 

Vierſ. 14. For there is that commeth out of priſon to raigne, 
end that being borne in his kzngdome becommeth poore. 

Yea itfalleth out oftener then once, that ſome man is ad- 
vaunced euen from the fetters to a kingdome, and that he is 
N to extreme pouertie, who was a King not made bur 

ne. | | 
Vierſ. 15. 1 ſame all men that walke vnder the ſunne, with 

the ſeconde childe that ſhall fland vp in his place. 
Moreouer we ſec it euery where come to paſſe, that the 
moſt parte of ſubiectes deſpiſing the King after he is farre 
wen in yeeres, doe ſtrive to put them ſelues ouer vnto 


us ſonne that ſhall be his ſucceſſoutr. 


| Verſ. 16. 
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Nerſ. 16. There was no ende vnto the whole people, the 
whole people 1 meane that were before theſe, and they t 
come after theſe, ſhall not reioyce in him. Sure y this is alſo vanitie, 
and a conſumption of mindt. 

The ſame alſo fell out in former times, by reaſon that the 
people neuer contented them ſelues wirh any one, namely, 
chat they who then liued deſpiſing this mans grandfather, 
who is howe ſo much defired, did greatly affect this man. 
whois nowe forſaken of the younger ſort that are come vp 
in their place. And further alſo ir will come to paſſe, by that 
time this man is olde, he ſhall alſo be contemned of their 
pores whome he did ſo highly pleaſe. For cuen this 


honour is alſo ſubiect to a kinde of vanitie, and ioy- 
ned with many and very great troubles. 


CHAPTER V. 


Verſ. 1. Takebeede to thy füot, that is, marke whither thou 
gocſt, when thou goeſt to the bouſe of God. and come neere rather 
80 beare, then to gue the ſacrifice of fooles; for they vnawares draw 
neerd to doe euill. 

1 — whoſoeuer thou art that deſireſt to knowe, 

what way thou mult rake, both in maintaining this life, 
and for the attaining of true happineſſe out of this worlde : 
firſt of all remember chat this is not to be learned in mens 
ſchooles, but elſewhere, to wit, in that houſe, which God 
hath choſen and ſanctiſied for him ſelfe. To this therefore 
thou muſt come, but ſo prepared as becommeth thee. There- 
fore going thither conſider eftſoones whither thou goeſt, 
and to whome thou goeſt, and be not like thoſe fooles, who as 
if God had neede of their ſacrifices, dreame that they haue 
fairely done their duetie, when they haue laden the altars 
e wich giftes. For ſacrifices were not ordained to that end, that 
- * men ſhould reconcile, or deſerue of God by their giftes that 
C they offer: neither are we to go to Gods houſe, to adde anie 
ö ching to him, but to receiue ſome thing from him, namely, to 
heare and to vnderſtand true wiſdome that there ſoundeth. 
And what ſhould I call them but fooles, ho are ſo * 

| t 
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VvpOoN "ECCLESIASTES. 
boch of the nature and will of God 7 

Vierſ. z. Be not raſi with i 
haftie to utter a word before God. 

For God is in heaven and thau vpan earth, therefire les ty 
wordes be fewe. 


'T herefore, when they. art about to pray to God, let not goo? TY | | 


thy ages runne afore thy wittes: yea, beware thou do not 
Nun by with thy mouth powre that out before him, which 

deuiſed [wich thy ſelfe. For God is on high, full of 
1 — tx but thou art awrerched man 
creeping vpon earth: neither doe we pray vnto him as 
rant of any ching, or — 


him his due ſeruice. Therefore vſe but fewe wordes,' but let 
them be holily and _—_— e 
Verſe 3. Far dreames ariſe enden 
le aches of ſuperſtuitie of wordes. - - OX 
Ps ee e 8 bay oo 
at we take in the day time, o 
bewray it ſelfe in that yaine babbling. OE, 
af 4. When thou baſt vowed a vome 10 God, A 
to pay 6 it, Howbeit. be allaweth 100 of froles. Pa has thou ha 
vom 
That chou baſt vowed vnto God, ſee tboupay cherreſul- 
lie, and without delay, that, Ifay, which thou haſt vowed. 
due lie, and as the Lawe commmaundeth : for God is offen- 
ded with thoſe that make fooliſh vowes. Render therefore, 
Iſay,vnto God that which thou haſt vowed... -: -- -: 
Tang 5. It is better not to deve, then 0 owe, end up. 


For who compelled theeto vo? Therefore rather than 


' thou ſhouldeſt nor be as good as thy vowe, better not to 


N 15 1 
Verſ 6. Giue not thy mouth ta make thy fleſb ſeune atis. 
make not a vowe raſhly, newt che ti My ee iltie of 
a ſinne : neither toſay before: the meſienger of God, — 


errour, that is, pretend not igriorance ſor the breaking of rhy: | 
vowe. Foy wherefore ſhould God be angrie with . — I 


and defiroy the worke * 


Therefore 


our information, but to pro ole — of. 
| thereby that we doe whally depend of him and to giue ynro: -- py. 2 
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Therefore let no voweraſhly fall from thy mouth, where- - 
by to drawe vpon thy ſelfe an occaſion of ſinning. Beware of = 
that alſo, leaſt ypon falſe pretence of ignorance, asking abſo- 
lution from thy vo we, at the handes of Gods ambaſſadour, I 
meane, the Prieſt, thou do grievouſly ſinne againſt thy ſelfe: 
for to what end, by lying in that manner ſhouldeſt thou wil- 
lingly and e for ſo ſmall a matter, prouoke againſt 
thy ſelfe the wrath of God who is able to deſttoy all that 
thou haſt? n e 
Her 5. 4 3 —— of 95 are vanities, and in 
ie of wordes, but feare thou G 8 
2 — there are to be ſeene in that fond babbling, as ma- 
ny vanities, as in plaine doting. Therefore here is neede not 
of wordes, but of doing, that is; of vpright and ſincere feare 
of God. <> e 137 | '# ths | 
Verſ. 8. 1f thou ſceſt in a'v0kntrie oppreſſion of the poore,and 
defrauding of right and equitie;thinke not too much upon this man- 
ner of doing bac men List; For be that is higher then tbe 
bigheſt workgth theſe things, and there are that are higher then 
8 k | lde | + 
And let it not cauſe chee to forgoe thy godlineſſe, and to 
giue ouer the duety of a man that feareth God, becauſe thou 
ſeeſt ſome oppreſſed, who ought to haue bene relieued, or 
becauſe thou ſeeſt in ſome places that lawes are broken vn - 
der colour of right, therefore to begin to doubt of that pro- 
uidence of God: For howfoeaer theſe things ſeeme to be 
toſſed vp and downe, as if the worlde had no gouernour, yet 
be ſure there is one aboue all theſe, that abuſe the honour 
wkereunto they are aduaunced, who hath alſo ſtanding by 
him innumerable and moſt mightie miniſters, vhome in due 
time he may ſer a worke to execute his decrees vpon theſe 
proude men.. n 22bluodt potfs 
Verſ. 9. But the earth is the moſt excellent among all things. 
The 5 AT a ſernant to the field. 1 
© >Howbeit, hoſoeuer the greateſt part of men by monie 
iue thẽ ſelues almoſt to infinite trades in this life, yet this, I 
. that tillage is not onely the moſt profitable, but the 
woſte neceſſatie of all other, For the carth is it —.— 
7 | | a1 cing 
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VPON ECCL 
being as it were the common mother of all, cheriſheth all, 
and the fruit whereof not kings are able to want, but are ſub- 
iect vnto ir, 

- Yerſ. 10. He that loueth money is not ſatisfied with money, and 
80 him that loueth manie followers there is no good that commeth 
of it, and this is alſo vani tic. 2 7 8 

But monie which all men doe greedilie ſeeke to get, hath. ' 
neuer ſatisfied any man: and he that is delighted with ma- 
nie followers, ſhall in the ende finde by experience that he 
hath gotten no good thereby: for this allo is full of va- 
nie. NS rok larry car | 
.  Verſ. 11. When goods increaſe, they are increaſed alſo that 
eate them, and what good commeth thereof to the owner, but the 

 beholding thereof with his eres? © | 8 

For the more s man hath, the more ſervants he hath. 
need of, in keeping of whom he muſt be at the more coſt: 8&. 
if any fruite come thereof vnto the owner of them, ſurely 
herein it is, that he ſeeth ſo manie more at home, vpon wh £ | 
meate and maintenance he ſpendeth his goods. 

Derſ. 12. Theſleepe of him that trauaileth is ſweet; whether 
be eare litle or much, but the fulnes of the rich man will not ſuffer 
bim ro ſleepe. 5 0 1 SPSS, = 0 

After the diſtempered and riotous diet of rich men 
followeth an ynquiet night: but the ſleepe of labouring 
men that liue from hand to mouth, whether they care ſpa- 
ringlie, or make larger meales then they vſe, is fweer and 
uiet. i 

: Verſ. 13. This is alſoan euill miſerie that ] haue ſcene 

under the ſunne, that riches are reſerued to the hurt of the 

Moreouer I haue ſcene alſo another great cuill among, 150 

men that gape euery where for riches: namelie, that of - | 

tentimes it prooueth, that they doe with ſo great care 
laye vp ſuch ſtoore of riches, euen to their owne 
harme. tas Ton 

Verſ. 14. For riches oftentimes are caſt away by. ſome euill 
chance, and that rich man hath begotten a ſonne who bath nothing 
lenyeene bis hands. af el ee WER 


'A p A RI A 'Þ H AK. . 8 'E 
" Nameh y,when that which a man hath gottten by taking ſo 
long and bp ainefull care, he looſeth at once by ſome euill 
9 by the fault of the owner, or ſome other 
fo chat he leaueth not ſo much as one farthing ro his chil- 
dren of his one bodie begotten. 0 
Verſ. 15. —— ee | xd one ting 
turneth to goe enen as be came, ani to 
I in his hand. e 7 
And him ſelfe departeth as naked but of his life, when ” 
returneth to the earth, as he came naked out of his mo. 
thers wombe: namely, departing euen in that manner hee 


came, and hauing not che woorth of ahairclefr of al he had 


gotten by his ſo great trauaile. 
Perſ. 16.  Moreouer this is alſo a great all. ur all poines 


he came, ſo alſo be departeth : whas bath be left them of all ib, 
F for which he bath labored in vane? 

= + 4 * Surely he is moſt miſerable in two reſpectes, namely, for 

19 that not onely he departeth as he came, which is the com- 
mon ende to all men : bur becauſe euen before his death he 
was ſpoiled and vndone of all thoſe goods: which in vaine 
hie had gotten by fo great labour. 

Verſ. 17. Alſo all bis dayes he ſhall eate in darkenefte, dee 
Is, - me and hiding him ſelfe our of mens fight: and be 
tion, and much griefe and y 
In poder char he ſpendeth1 the reſt of his + life thatremai- 
neth after he is ſpoiled of all his ds, moſt miſerablie, lur- 
king as it were in wanted ll A 3 
ties, and euen of rage and madneſſ; 

Pier. 18. — T—2— to be gte come- 
ly,namely, to eate and drinke,and to fer the good that commeth of 
all a mans labour, that is, to enioy the goods he hath gotten 
by his labour, wherein be bath trauailed vnder the Sunne, the 
whole number of the dier of bis life,wbich God giveth vnto bim. 
For tha is bis portion. 
Therefore I repeate that againe, which lhaue alreadie ſo 
| often ſaid : namely;that there is no other fruit to he ſought 
in the things of this worlde, then to vie,for che cheriſhing of 
his life the goods that he hath gotten by honeſt labour, ſo 


Jong as God graunterh him vic of life, andro ſeckeforno ve * 
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POS 5 — hislone, 
Verſ. 19. Tea that God bath giuen to any man riches and 
wealtb,and hath 8 to cate there, and to take bis 
portion, and to reioyce » this is the gift of Cad. 
| ——— time OED con 
boch that his riches howe great ſoeuer they are, as alſo — 
a man hath libertie quietlie to vſe them, after he hath got 
ten them by — and by doing the beſt he — 8 
proceede onely of the meere bounti e ofthe moſt gra- 
tious God,and therefore that be is both to aske at his hand, 
and alſo in holie manner to referre it to his glorie. 
. Verſe 20. For he doeth not much remember by liſt, becauſe God 
anſwereth him in the toy of his hart. 
Bur O happic andbleſſed man, by whome God is intrea- 
ted to graunt him this quietnes of on op that conſciẽce, 
chat doth not pricke him when he calleth to remembrance 
euen a very few things in his former life. 


& CHAPTER VI. 


VERSE x. T here is anocher exill alſo which I baus marked 
and that a very great one, vpon mem, that is. lying vpon moſt me. 
As how great the benefit of god is, appearcth by the cõ- 

—— of calamities, which I haue marked in moſt int᷑. 
man to whom God hath ——_ _— 
& — bu ſoule wanteth nothing of all that it 
2e. him not power to eas thereof, bur a ftraunger deuoureth 
Aen. This alſo is vanitie, and an euill miſerie. \< 

For bow many may ſec flouriſhingin great wealth, and all 
manner ——— — 9 — ey ſeemed to —— 
ching that they could d notwithſtanding they are 
kept from enioying, by reaſon they are ſuddenly ed a- 
— 2 — great vanitie, and doth 
manifeſtly ſhewe, both how inconſtant che condition of all 
ee bene 9 


205 Fam man haus begotten an 
= 


may yeeres, and the dayes of his yeareshe multiplyed, 
bath not een — good 


C. 1. 


bath eut ited burial I ſay that one born out of time is benerth? be. 
For giue me a man whome God hath vouchſafed both a 
very large family, & ſo long a life, that he can make account 
of very many yeares;who yet at the [aſt hath not beene ſuffe- 
ted to enioy < 


eſe his goods, and whoſe life paſt is diſhonou- 
red _ infamous end wanting buriall, ſurely I would think _ 
that ſuch a mant ſt ate were worle,then the ſtate of him that | 
is borne our of time. | 1 
"Verſe 4. For bo it that be did come in vaine, and is gone into 
darlenes and bis name be couered with darkenes. halts 
For be icthache thatis borne our of ume be come as if 
had not come, as it were the night fo couering his comming, 
that there ſhall neuer be anytalke of him. : 
Verſ. 5. Moreouer be it that be neuer ſaw the Sunne, nor knew 


it, be bath quietneſſt, that is, more quiet and better condition. 
aboue the other. 8 . 00 


And as for that he neuer ſav the Sunne. nor euer knew a- 
ny thing in the world, it is ſo farre from making his ſtate that 
is borne out of time to be che worſe, that contrariwiſe euen 
therein alſo his condition is the better, becauſe he hath big 
free from all thoſe troubles, that haue ſo miſcrably diſquic- 


„ 


ted that other man. . be 
Verſ. 6. And if be haue liued two thouſand yeares e ſeene 
geod, ſhall not all goe to one place ? + n 
For de it that ſome man hath liued euen two thouſand 
yearcs, yetrnotwithſRtanding beſides that his miſerie hath bin 
ſo much the longer, at the length one and the ſame ende 
bringeth them both to one place. 
| Verſ. 7. All the labour of a mas is for bis mouth, yet his ſoule o 
not ſatisfied. 1 11020 
Finally let worldly men weary them ſelues as long, and aa 


; the fruit of that labour is but this; that they may haue nou-· 
Lu- riſhment for this life: and all their labour cannot be ſtret - 
A ched farther, fox as much as it is not limited within be nar» · 

toy compaſſe of this life; and yet this meat and drinke is nat 

ſufſficientto hold ou life. in as much as it ſerueth but to pou» 
\ rifh the bodie for a ſmall time. 4 2 Lernen 
Ve. 8. For what hath the wiſe man more ben the frol, t 
| K Lg 


— CE EEE EEEENOIER | | | n be . HER 
Y * * : * * 5 F - a FIT * " | ” BE 250 
0 4 , y N 1 . ' * 9 hs 3d "LL 24 dba y 1 , a 1 * 
- 6 Te * "#-.> 4 ? o 
— $< 4,096 = N py > , * - * ; ww 7 he 6 
PER * A 
Oo 1 « * 2 ; $ 
— | * : — * 
= : oy » i : 
* « 


much as they wil in taking care forthe matters ofthis worlds 
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VON ECCLESIASTES. 
what hath the miſerable, and be that Inowe th bow to walte among 
the ling? that is, what difference is chere berwecne him that 
is in milerie, and him that knoweth the way how to liue here 
conueniently ? 

And whether we confider the very nature of choſe things, 
that ſerue to mainteine this life, or the men them ſelues, who 
by death are deliuered from this neceſſitie of eating & drin- 
king, what excellencie hath a wiſeman aboue a foole ? and 
what differance is there bet vreene him that liueth in miſerie 
and him that liueth conueniently among men? Surely none 
at all, becauſe the life of them all is vpheld by thoſe things, 
which are waſted in the very vſing of them, and death ma- 
keth all men one as good as another. 9 

Verſ. . Better is the ſight of the eyes, then the ſoule thas goerh 4. 
ra, that is, better is the condition of a cheerefull counte- 
nance, then his that by the palenſſe of his coũtenance ſhew- 
eth that he pineth away, bur this alſd is vanitie and ft᷑edeth a mar 
with vind. 5 „ 1. 

But you will ſay, It is better to haue a ſhining and cheere · 
full counteniance, then to looke pale and ſicklie, whereof the 
former befalleth to them that liue at harts eaſe, the latter to 
the miſerable & hungry. I confeſſe ir. But euen in theſe there 
is great vanitie, and much vaine trouble whereby thatoddes 
that is betweene them is ſaone made cuen. 

Verſeio. For bis name that hath beene is alreadie named, and it 
it knowne that he was a mam and he cannot ſtriue with him that is 
mightier then him ſelfe. 15 | 

For he hath already gone thorough his lot, & hath gotren 
bim a name alreadie which alſo ſhall continue. Biit it is ma- 
nifeſt chat ſetting aſide all thoſe ourward things, whereby in 
this life a wiſe man is diſcerned from a foole, and he that li-) 
ueth in miſerie and pouertie from arich man, y et as wel the 
one as the other is a man, that is a moſt miſerable and weake 
ereature, ho whither he will or no, doth altogether depend 
another, to wit God, who is mightier then him ſelfe. 

V. I I. Surehy many things increaſe vanitie, ꝙ what hath a ma left. 
And the more things a man poſſeſſeth, or dealeth withall. 
the more ſorts of yanutie is he ſubiect varo, and of all thoſo 


very many things, what hath he left at the laſt ? 


C. 2. Verſ. 12. 


— 


n 


y 1 T4 


; - A PARAPHRASE 

Perf 12. For what man knoweth what is goed for him in bis ff, 
& in the number of the daies of his vanitie, which God bath made 
A a ſhadow? And who can declare vnto man, vhat ſbalbe afier bim 
e eee ihe a rudy Nes 
Fit at man can ti f t is truly profita- 
ble for him in thewhole courſe ofhis life, all che dale hte. 
of paſſing away like a ſhadow, he ſpendeth, ſo that he hath 
ſcarſe time to looke vpon thoſe things that are preſent? Bur 
as for things to come, whereabout men ſpeciallie labour, 
can any declare them vnto man? 


&y CHAPTER VII. 


VERSE r. Agood name is better then good ointment, & the 
day of a mans byrth better then the day wherein be was borne... 


N OW chat I haue prooued mans life to be ſo vaine, and 
ſhewed ir to be ſubiect to ſo many miſeries without nũ- 
ber, ſhould a man therefore be diſcouraged, & caſt away all 
care of his life? No in no wiſe, but rather we muſt ſo order it, 
that we doe, as much as may be, partly auoid the diſcommo- 
ditics thereof, partly make light ofthem, & gather what fruit 
we can therby: concerning which matter & firſt for auoiding 
ofcuill I wil in the former place recite certaine good leſſons. 
And among them let this be firſt. That a good name is the 
ticheſt reward of a life honeſtly led, and to be preferred be- 
fore any delights and pleaſures whatſoeuer; which whoſoe- 
uer hath purchaſed, there is no cauſe why he ſhould feare 
death, burthere is cauſe why he ſhould thinke the day therof 
to be more commodious for him then the day wherein be 
was borne, becauſe the day of death ſhall ſer vpon his head 4 
eroyne of that bleſſed good report, which he hath purchaſed 
by honeſt life. | LEES 
Ver. 2. Itis better io go to the bauſe of morning, then to the houſe of 
feaſting,the bouſe I ſay of mourning,wherein is the end of all men. 
and he that lineth, layeth it vp in bis hart. 3 
I) berefore we muſt giue care vpto them, who get vp al the 
pleaſures chey can, to put as farre from them as wy wy 
N 2 ho 
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chought of death as troubleſome and bitter. For death is ths 
ende of this life, whereof it ſtandeth vs greatly in hande to 
beware that we be not ſuddenly ouertaken. Therefore it is 
better for a man to ioyne him ſelfe with mourners, among 
whome he may ſee and heare ſuch things as my puthim in 
minde that he is mortallʒ then to fit among feaſtes, among 
v home a man may be made to forget that he is a man. 
VPierſ. 3. Anger is better then laughter, that is, iuſt diſpleaſure _ 
of minde, then vnmeaſurable reioycing: for by an euill counte- 
nance the hart will be good, that is, pleaſant: that holy ſadneſſe 
breedeth ioy. | 
It is alſo e haue ſome ſorow of mind, & to be gree- 


ued for things dome amiſſe, then to be much giuen to reioy- 
eing and laughter: for of that ſadneſſe, at the length doeth 
grow true gladneſſe of minde. 

Verſ. 4. The bart of wiſemen is inthe bouſe of mourning, & the 
bart of faoles in the bouſe of follie. 

Therefore in wiſe mens mindes a man may marke ſage 
and graue conſiderations, of ſuch calamities as may happen 
to men, to the end that no aduerſitie may take them vnpro- 
uided, and that they may not be deceiued by the moſt falſe 
and vaine ſhewes of this world and fo cauſed to depart from ) -. 
their dutie. But contrariwiſe fooles thinke of nothing but of = 
their moſt vaine delights and wanton toyes, vntill not thin - 
king of it, they be ouertaken by ſome heauic miſhappe. 

Verſ. 5. It is better to beare the rebuke of a wiſe man, then that 
a man (hould heare the ſongs of fooles. 
But contrariwiſe thou whoſoeuer rhou art, that art careful 
to looke better about thy ſelfe, make this account: that it is 
farre more to be deſired, if not by a mans ſelfe, at leaſt 
ſome other to be reprooued, then to be rocked a ſleepe wit 
the toying ſpeeches of ſuch as ſing fooliſh ſongs. 
Verſ. 6. For like the noiſe of thornes under the potte, ſuch is the 
ing of a foole: which is alſo vanitie. 
For as thornes burning vnder a kettel make a greatcrack- 
— Sum they flame, but are out by and by: ſo the excel 
and immoderate laughter of fooles is ſoone done, and vani - 


ſhed away. 


Verſ. 7. Surelie oppreſſion 
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maketh awiſe man mad, ada gi 
C. 3. cor- 
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| SE 

corrupteth the heart. l 
Howbeit I confeſſed, that thinges goe ſo in the worlde, 
that ſome that are otherwiſe wiſe, by iniuries offered, and 
defire of reuenge, are driuen to doe thoſe thinges, which 
dewray not one ly folly, but cuen madneſſe: and other ſome, 
although it be againſt their owne conſcience, yet, for deſire 
to increaſe their owne wealth, doe goe ſo farre, that they 
abuſe euen Lawe it ſelfe to doe inturic, But albeit this 
miſchiefe can not be taken altogether out of the worlde, yer 
there wanteth not a remedie, whereby a wiſe man may 


looke to himſclfe, that hee allo vpon this oecaſion bee not 


carryed away headlong. | 

Verſ. 8. The ende of a thing is better then the begmning 
thereof, and be that is ſlowe to anger, then be that is proud in ſpurs. 
Firſt therefore, let that be helde, which to bee moſt true, 
both the verie nature of God, who is a iuſt ludge, and alſo 
continuall experience doeth proue: to witte, chat the ende 
which followeth vpon ſuch wickedneſſe, is not ſutable to the 
beginnings of wicked men, becauſe experience it ſelfe pro- 
ueth at the length their condition to be the better, who pa- 
tiently and to the ende haue ſuffered ſuch iniuries as haue 
bene done vnto them: then rheirs,who made no conſcience 
proudly and arrogantly to vexe the innocent. 

Verſ. 9. Be not thou haſtie in thy ſpirite to bee angrie ; bo- 
cauſe anger reſteth in the boſome of foo'es, 

Therefore, being prouoked eftſoones, beware that thou 
burſte not out in anger againſt him, by vvhome thou art 
harmed: but on the other fide, it is the parte of fooles, to 
keepe anger cloſe in their boſome, vyhich vvill put in their 
mindes none but veric euill counſell. 8 

Verſ. 10. Say not, home commeth it to paſſe, that the former 
dayes were better then theſe? For thou canſt nos inquire of this 
ahing according towiſedome. Wan 

Much leſſe mayeſt thou charge God himſelfe, vvhich 
euer manie doe, as if hee muſt needes giue thee an account, 
vvhy this latter age is vvoorſe then the former. For this 
chopping of logicke vvith God, can not proceede from any 
thing clſc, but from intollerable pride. £75 BS 
Pe 11, Wiſedomes goed with an inbtritanct: and _ 
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lensie is iheirs that ſee the Sunne. 


is bleſſed, vpon vvhome God hath beſtovved both vviſc- 
dome, and other thing es conuenient for the maintenaunce 
and vvell paſſing ouer of this life. Me 

Verſ. 12. . Becauſe man is couered in the ſhadow of wiſedome 
and in the ſhadowe of money: 


| : but the exceliencie is in wiſedome, 
which giueth liſe unto the poſſeſſours thereof. _ 

For vviſedome is like a ſhaddovvie bovvre, vnder vvhich 
a mon may flye for ſuccour againſt all tormes : and albeit 
euen theſe outvvarde matters make much for the attei- 
ning of quietneſſe in many aduerſities: yet vviſedome is 
the thing that affourdeth true life to them that haue en - 
ioyed it. | 

Verſ. 13, Conſider the workes of God: For who can make 
frets be, that which be bath made crooked? 
© . Therefore in theſe caſes, although they be ſuch, as vvould 
moue a man to indignation, whereby men hauing their cics 
dazeled with impatiencie, ſinne greatly, both againſt God 
and againſt themſelues, betake thy ſelfe ro wiſdome, where- 
by thou mayſt perceiue, that euen in this turning vpſide 
downe of all Lawe and right, yet God moſt wiſely and moſt 
tuſtly goeth about ſome worke, which in due time ſhall ap- 
peare. And canſt thou or any man elſe make ſtreight, that 
which he hath made crooked ? 

Verſ. 14. In the day of good, that is, in proſperitie, bee in 
good, that is, enioy the benefite of God: but, in the day of euill, 
booke: that is, in aduerfitic be not haſtie, but conſider dili- 
gently ofthe whole matter. For God hath. made this alſo ouer 
againſt that, that. is, aduerſitie directly contrary to proſpe- 
ritie, for that cauſe that man may not finde any thing after 
bum, that is, that man may bee compelled to reſt in his 
prouidence. | | 


+ Surely, among all that enioy the benefice ofthis life, hee 


What is then tobe done ? namely, enioy proſperitie in ay jd *r 


holy maner, by the ſame benefice of God. And when thou 
feeleſt any aduerſitie, be nor grieued out of reaſon, but reue- 
retly, & in che feare of God, waigh it with thy ſelfe. For ſo ir 
pleaſeth God to temper the life of man by giuing ſometime 
proſperity, ſameume aduerſity: & that in ſuch ſort, that men 
N + in, Co 4 finde 
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A PARAPH RAS E : 
finde by experience, they are not able to atteine to his wiſe. · 
a $5: much ſocuer they ſtraine their wittes to ſearche 
out the cauſes . — . wy att i a; 
Pier. 11. Lame all theſe tbinger m tbe des of i uanitie: 
There is a iuſ man that periſpeth in bis inftice, and there is a wis- 
hed man that prolongeth bis dayes in bis 
And yet, chinke not this troubled ſtate of mens affaires, 
to be any ſtraunge matter. For thou ſeeſt no more, then 1 
my ſelfe alſo haue ſeene, while I haue liued here the ſame 
lif ſubiect to vanitie that other men doe: to witre, that ho · 
neſt men do often times periſh by occaſion of their vpright- 
neſſe, and contrariwiſe wicked men doe flouriſh verie long, 
by meanes of their one wickedneſſGG. 
Verſ. 16. Bee not ouer iuſt, neither bee ouer wiſe : For why 
ſcouldeſt thou be found a foole? ' 
Doeſt thouthen knowe, what thou haſt here to doe? Be- 
ware, leaſt hauing taken a wrong meaſure of the compaſſe of 
mans witte, thoudefine that which is right, after thine owne 
liking, and ſeeking to be wiſe aboue thy reach, thou be found 
to be, not the man thou wouldeſt be taken to be, but rather 
. and a foole. ene 
Verſ. 17. Be not too wicked, neit too fooliſh. For w 
fhouldeF? thau dye, not in thy due time: 7 
Yer on the other fide, I woulde not have thee ſohang in 
n e and doubt, that thou ſhouldeſt fall into their mad- 
nefle, who, becauſe they cannot vnwind themſelues out of 
that which fo curiouſly and without all religion they inquire 
after, denying Gods prouidence, doe fal to opẽ vngodlines: 
For ſo thou ſhalr wilfully bring deſtruction vpon thine 
owne head, 45 
Verſ. 18. It i good for thee to lay holde of this, and yet not to 
withdraw thy bande from that, chat — os — be 
that fearech God, 22 out of all theſe thinges. | 
Therefore holde thou the meane berweene thoſe wwe 
extremities, neither inclining wholy to this fide nor to that. 
but ſtanding fo ſteadie,thar one extreme may bee tempered 
with another. For this is the onely meanes to eſcape out of 
all theſe ſtreights, namely, if a man ſo behaue hi that 
neicher prophanely inquiring into God him ons 25 
| WICKE 
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comprehend, doe reſt wholy in his will. | 
Jerſ. 19. Wiſedome firengtheneth a wiſe man aboue tem 

mightie men in a citie. - 

Therefore followe after this wiſedome, and never depare 

from it, for it will be a ſtronger ſtay for thee, in all thoſe ad- 
uentures, then if thou hadſt the power of tenne mightie 

princes of any citie, 

Verſ. 20. Surely, there i none righteow upon earth, thas 
And thus hath bene declared, howe wee ought to ſtande 
affected rowardes Godin this ſo great and vnreaſonable dif- 
order. Now let vs ſhewe howe it becommeth vs ro behaue 
our {clues toward the men themſelues that are thus our of 
order, and out of reaſon. Firſt therefore, let vs ſer downe 
this, that there is no one man in the whole earth. be hee of 
neuer ſo honeſt and vpright a life, that neuer ſwarueth from 
the duetie of a good man. 


Vier. 21. Tea, not thy hearte to all words that are 
ſpoken, neyther beare 2 when he curſeth thee. 

But thou wilt ſay, whereto ſerueth this? namely, leaſt 
when thou haſt bene hurt by a man in any matter, though it 
be moſt vnworthily ( as for example, if thine one ſeruaunt 
bee ſo farre carried againſt thee his maſter, that hee even 
raile vpon thee and reuile thee ) thou ſer thy whole minde 
vpon the indignitic of this fact. | 

Verſ. 22. For euen thy heart knoweth often, that thou alſo 
haſt curſed others. 

Rather aſke counſell of thy ſelfe, and thou ſhalr finde, 
that it hath befalne thee more, then once to giue rai- 
ling ſpeeches to another man, Thereupon will followe, 
that thou wilt beare much more moderately, that which is 
committed againſt thy ſelfe, and being priuie to thy ſelfe of 


mans weakenefle, wilt bee more readie wag. nm pardon, 
then to reuenge 


whereof thou thy ſelfe haſt had experience, 
an iniurie. | = 


Verſ. 23. AUG mes haue I in wiſedome,chat is, 
by che helps of — ra And 12 be wiſe. mn 
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thut wiſedome was farre from me. | RL 
- , Morcouer, in this moſt troubleſome conflict, let this bee 
the ſecond precept. That when it falleth our, that a man 
hath bridled his impatiencie, hee doe not thereupon per- 
ſwade himſelfe that he is become a moderate and a wiſe 
man, but if hee haue well begunne, let him with courage 
and conſtancie continually thinke howe hee may goe 
forwarde, rather then pleaſe him ſelfe in ſome thinges 
that are paſt. And I praye you, belecuemee that haue ex- 
peticncc : for Itell you no more, then I my ſelfe, by the 
wiſedome which you knowe God hath giuen mee, haue 
learned, which 1 am not aſhamed to confeſſe, that by 
laying open mine owne errour I may inſtruct others. 
Truſting vpon that wiſedome that God had giuen mee, 
whereunto alſo was added experience, I thought my ſclfe 
in d:edetobeawiſeman. But verie falſely, for it was ſo- 
much the farther gone from me, as I thought it had come 
ncerer vnto me. | | 
Verſe 24. For that is farre of which bath bene, e that which 
x moſt deepe, who can finde? Fi 
And no maruaile : for thinges paſt, when they are once 
gone, are but ſlenderly knowen : but thinges to come, 
that as yet lie hidde in a moſt deepe pitte, who can fetehe 
out from thence? Nowe all the deliberatien of a wiſe 
man commeth from conference of thinges paſt and to 
come. bi 
Verſ. 25. Both I and my heart compaſſed about, to knowe 
and finde out wiſedome and reaſon, and to æ nome the wickedneſic 
of follie and the fooliſhneſſe of madneſie. 
Bur there is alſo another thing of great waight , whereof 
I will ſeriouſly put you in minde. For on cuery fide I haue 
endeuoured moſt carefully to knowe, trie and finde out 
whatſoeuer is done wiſely and according to reaſon, and 
euen in ſearching out mens wickednes, and in what thinges 
follie and a thouſande ſortes of madneſſe bewraye them: 
ſelues. | | | D. 
Verſ. 26. And F funde a thing more bitter then death, to 
witte, a who is & ſnare, ber heart as nettes, and her 
undes as drapneties, He that is good before nn, 
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Fom ber, but the ſinner ſhall be taken by her. WIE. I 
And I founde one thing more bitter then death it ſelfe: 
- towitr, a woman ſetting her whole defire vpon this, howe to 
intrapp men in netrs and ſnares, as the hunter doth beaſtes, 
and to keepe them bound in fetters. Yet hee ſhall eſcape 
this miſchtefe who vnfainedlie ſerueth God: contrariwiſe 
8 fall into her nettes, that giueth him ſelfe to wicked - 
Verſ. 27. See, this haue 7 found, ſaieth the Preacher, from 
dne to one, that is weighing cuerie thing diligently, to finds 
_- veaſon, that is, at the length to ſee what is good to bee 
done. ba Es 
And that you may knowe that ſuch catcbers will meete 
with you in euerie place, and ſuch allo as ſuffer thern 
ſelues to be taken, heare what 1 the Preacher ſigniſie vnto 


thee in plaine wordes,that is, what] haue found after moft 
diligent ſearch of all things. 


Verſ. 29. Oneh, ſee, this haue 7 founde, that God mate 
men righteous, but they haue ſought out manie © anventi« 
ONS. . k . 

Bur this I have founde to bee moſte true: that God 
creared man vpright in the beginning, whoe afterwarde 
by his owne diſcourſing brought vpon himſelfe all theſe 
calamities, and therefore both that God is free from all 
fault, and that man hath brought vpon him ſelfe all theſe 
miſchicfes. | a 


&8 CHAPTER VII. 


VERSE 1, ho is as the wiſe man? that is ſuch a one 
as hee that is trulie wiſe? and who knoweth the interpretation 
ef things? The wiſdome of a man maketh his face to ſhine, and tha 

ſtrength of his countenance is chaunged. . ö 


J de is there any that deſetueth the name of a wiſe man? - 
can any man tell hat things meane? Surely wiſdome 
mineth in che verie cleate and ſmooth countenance of a 


oy 
o 


nd 


man, without all fierceneſſe and frowning: whereof I will 
m—_ declare other profitable vſes in matters of greateſt 
weight. 

Verſ. 2. 1 aduertiſe thee to tage hcede to the mouth of the 
Ning, and vnto the worde of the othe of God: that is, keeping eſ- 
pecially the othe whereby thou art bound vnto God. 

Take heede eſpecially and followe my counſell, to obſerue 
whatſoeuer the King hath commanded, I meane fo farre as 
may, without breaking the othe wherewith we are allbound 


to God. 
Derſ. 3. Haſte not 0 goe foorth of bis pght Pande not in an 
euill thing, for be will doe whatſoeuer pleaſeth him. 8 


And it peraduenture that which he commaundeth thee, 

doe not like thee, yet beware howe thou goe vnaduiſedly out 

col his ſight, as is the manner of proude and wrathfull men : 

hut remember thou haſt to deale with him, who may doe 

with thee what he pleaſeth, and ſtande not in that which 
thou haſt ſaid or done amiſſe. 

Vie. 4. I here the word of the King is, there is alorde: and 
who ſball ſay unto him, M hat doeſt thou? as 
For the Kings commandement goeth alwayes with pow- 
er to bring it to paſſe, and what of his ſubiects, when he com- 
maundeth this, or that, is able to ſtand againſt him ? 

' Ver. 5. He that keepeth the commandement, ſpall not prove, 
the exill thing, that is, calamitie: but fitte ſeaſon and iudgement, 
that is, howe it becommeth him to behaue him ſelfe, knoweth 
the heart of the wiſe man. 
lo be ſhort, he that ſheweth him ſelfe modeſt and obedi- 
ent towardes him, home he is bounde to obey, is free from 
many daungers and diſcommodities. But when and howe a 
man ought to obey; in a worde, what ĩs the right rule of all 
obedience, wiſedome it ſelfe bringeth and declareth to the 
minde of a wiſe man. 

Vierſ 6. For to euerie deſire, that is, to euerie thing that 4 
man purpoſẽ th, there is a ſeaſonable time and iudgement: but a man 
bath manie exills upon him: that is, men are ſubiect to manic 

diſcommodities and miſeries. 


** 


p Surely whatſoeuer men purpoſe to do, the Lord hach moſt 
wiſely, and fitlie foreappointed to euery thing his due 1 5 
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fon, and moſt conuenient meanes to bring it to paſſe, where- 
upon dependerh the iſſue thereof. But men either not know 


ing, or not regarding this, bring vpon themſclues infinite 


miſeries and calamities. 
Verſ. 7. Becauſe be hnoweth not ibat which albe : and in- 


deede, vbo can tell him when it ſbalbe. 
Fic. that which they haue determined with them ſolves, 
aer =. ſball come to paſſe, and euen at ſuch 
in ſuch manner as they haue imagined, whereas 
— — neither of themſelues, nor by ought that 
any other man fog tell them, they are able certeinlie to 
hows firſt wherher that the thing ſhal be, and then if it ſhall 
be, when it ſhall be. | 
f 8. No man i Lorde of bis one breath, to receine it: 
neither bath be power ouer the day of death: neither is it in his band 
to caft foorth in battell : * deliuer the poſ- 


ur thereof. 
2 indeede howe can a man to him ſelfe the 


knowledge of things to come, who is not Lorde ſo much as. 
ofhis owne life, ſo that he can either draw his breath longer, 
or die later then God hath appointed him ? Nay itisnocin 
his power who hath throwen a darte in battell to direct the. © /, 
ſtroke of his darte: neither can wicked men by anie of their . 
wicked prankes eſcape deſtruction. ' & 
Verſ. 9. 1 ſawe all theſe things, and 1 ſet my minde upon eue- 
rie worke that is done vnder the Sunne. 1 [awe a time, mberein man. 
beareth rule ouer man to bis deſtruction. 
Therefore whoſocuer will examine the ſtate of vorldlie 
matters according to the rule of his owne capacitie, he mult 
needes be tormented with manie things and bee tormented 
in vaine, which I ſpeake by experience; for there is nothing 
done ynder the ſunne which 1 haue not marked, and the rea- 
ſon whereof I haue nor ſearched: wherin as 1 was la 
I lighred vpon a time of all other moſt miſerable, wherinir 
fallech out, that there are none other more daungerous and 
miſcheiuous vnto men, then euen = are, by whome they 
oughr to haue beene well gouerned. 


Derſ. 10. Then alſo F ſawe wicked men buried, and theyre· 
torned,ond theſe the bawing come aus of the have of the boa 


— 
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A PARAPHRASE 
is God walked foorth, To be forgotten in that citie wherein they 
had behaued tbemſelues as did become them, which is alſo va- 
= 53 
But vhat ſhould a man make of that, which I my ſelſe al · 
fo haue ſcene? namely that when wicked men are dead, 
there come other in there roomes, in whome they ſeeme as 
it were to be borne againe: contrariwiſe that the godlie, vho 
haue behaued themſelues deuoutlie in the houſe of God, 
ate thruſt out thenec, and that there memorie is gone euen 
in that verie citie wherein they ſo behaued themſelues, 
which alſo prooueth the exceeding vanitie of men. 
Verſ. 11. Becauſe the worde commeth no: foorth by and 
by, that is puniſhment is not foorth with awarded againſt e · 


wigs therefore tbe heart of men is full in them to doe e- 


| | 
And if God doe not by and by take puniſhment of the | 
wicked, you ſhall ſtraight way ſee men caried headlong, 
and ſtriue ro runne one before another vnto all wickednes, 
as if all euill men were ſure to go ſcotfre. | 
 "'Verſ..12. Surely the vngodlie doeth euill an hundreth times, 
and he is differred, that is, God vſeth delay with him: bur F 
know that it ſha# go well with them that feare God, that feare, 
Iſay, bis ſight. 18 6 
In deede they are therein greatly deceiued. For albeit K 
od for a time delay the puniſhment due to the wicked, and h 
ſinners by heaping ſinne vpon ſinne, doe abuſe that his ſin 
gular goodnes : yet ſhall it goe well with the good, to witt, 
ſuch as feare God and are afraid to offend him. 
Verſ. 13. But it ſhall not goe well with the wicked neither ſhall. 
4 A 8 bus be ſbalbe as a ſhadow that feareth not the 
Contrariwiſe the end of wicked men ſhall be evill, which 
their life though e ed for a time, yet at the laſt ſhall 
come vnto. For they ſhall all vaniſh away as a ſhadow, who 
haue not feared the threatnings and wrath of the moſt pati · 
ent God. 
Verſ. 14. There is alſo another vanitie which is doone vpn 
earth. that there be righteous men, to whom it cometh according to 
obeworke: of the wicked, and there are wicked men ro whome 1 
| comme 
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cammeth according to the doing of the righteous. This alſo 1 ſaid 
was uaniti. 5805 | 

But there falleth out alſo another thing in the world more 
contrarie yet to mans reaſon ; to witt, — the 
lot of righteous men is none other, then if they were wicked, 
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and contrariwiſe proſperitie runneth as currantly on wicked 


mens ſide, as if they liued neuer ſo holily and vprightly. 
which alſo among other ſeemed to mee tobe a verie great 
argument ot the vncerten and inconſtant ſtate of worldlie 
matters. 

Verſ. 15. Therefore F praiſed ioy, becauſe man hath no good 
thing under the ſunne, that is, as pertaining to this life, being 
otherwiſe moſt miſerable, and theſe fraile matters, but to eas 
and drinke and reioyce, that is cheereſully rovic thoſe good 
things for the cheriſhing of the bodie, & this will ſtick by him, 
that is, this fruite he ſhall be ſure torcape, of his labour, in the 
daies of his life, which God hath graunted him under the ſunne. 

1 herefore not without good reaſon I ſaid often, that as 
for this life and the things belonging thereunto , a man can 
not doe better, then to caſt of this not onely vnproſitable, but 
euen moſt troubleſome curioſitie and — Lo {wcet- 
lie to enioy the things that God hath giuen him for the vſe 
of this life: for this is like to be the fruit of that labour, which 
he hath beſtowed vpon theſe tranſitorie things, all the time 
he hath liued here vpon earth. _ 

Verſ. 16. For applied my mind to lnowe wiſdome, and the- 
roughlie to underfland the buſmes that is done on earth: wherefore 
euen for daies and nightes man ſeeth no ſleepe with bis ejes. 

When I had indeavoured with great ſtudie to atraine the 
reaſon of all things that come to paſſe inthe world, and had 
thotoughlie ſearched all choſe things wherein men with ta- 
king ſo great care doe wearie themſelues, ſo that neither 
day nor night there commeth anie ſleepe in their cies. 
Fier. 17. And 1 ſaw by euery worke of God , that men can- 
nor finde out anie worke of his that hath bene under the ſunne, for 
che ſearching whereof men doe labour and yet finde it not: For al- 
though the wiſe man ſbould ſay bee knoweth it, yet can bee nos 


Ed it. e 
found chat the reaſon of chat order & prouidEce,wherby 
almighty 
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almightic God gouernech all and euery thing, doth fo farre 
ee and vnderſtanding of men, that though 
che wileſt man that euer was, vſe neuer ſo great cunning and 
diligenceto ſinde them out, and make his boaſt that he hath 
attained chis knowledge: yet he is not able to reach vnto no 
not the knowledge of one of Gods workes, 


&8 CHAPTER IX. 


Verſc 1. Therefore all theſe F laide vp inmybeart, that is, I 
determined with my ſelfe and ſtudied, to make all rbu plaine, 
that is, chroughly and plainly to vnderſtand it : to wir, that 
34/3 and wiſe men and cheir workes are in tbe bande: of God, that 
is, laid vp with the Lord, by whome they are gouerned after 
a ſecret manner which we are not able to reach, yea and men 
3 lowe or batred by all chinges that are in nbeir 


T His therefore ſtandeth with me for a ſure principle, 
which I will afterward more ar large declare and thar 
plainch: thar both iuſt and wiſe men themſelues, and what 

uer doth befal them, are gouerned after ſome ſecret ma- 
ner onely by God almightie, which no mortall man is able 
- tofinde out: in ſo much that by all thinges which a man can 
ſce, and which come in his way, that is by the preſentſtate 
of this life, a man can not conclude either of Gods loue or 
hatred towards him. | 

Verſ.z. For all theſe things fall out to the juſt, as to all men-theve 
is one euent to the iuſt and to the wicked: to the good and cleane, - 
and to the uncleane: to him that ſacriſiceth, and io bim that ſa- 
Erificeth not: as is the good, ſo is the ſianer, be that ſweareth, as 
be that feareh an othe. ' 

For all thoſe things, as health and ficknes, ioy and heaui- 
nes, riches and pouertie, long and ſhort life, honour and diſ- 
honour, finally all proſperitie and aduerſitie in this worlde 
fall out all after one ſort to the iuſt as to other men. I ſay 
both the honeſt and the wicked, the good or the cleane, and 
he chat is defiled wich wickednes and vncleannes, hee that 
ſetueth God and he chat diſpiſeth him, are ſubiect 1 


” 8 


<A IS 22 2 
man and vnto che finner, and to him that makerh light of 
him that putteth a conſcience in ſwearing. 
' Verſ. 3. This aui is mot gricuous among all that are don 
under the Sunne, thur there is the ſame ſucceſſe toal, that is, to 
good and euill; ana morroner that the batt of the children of men 
i full of miſerie, 3 e eee and af- 
ferwardr muſt goe 10 the dead. 

And indeede among all things chat are ew ede 
. thisis moſt grieuous to mans 3 
happeneth to euery man. And vpon the necke of 
commeth another, that after ſo great and ſo many calami- 
ties indured in this life, and ſo many things fooliſhly done, at 
the laſt men muſt goꝑ donne to 7 bag 
Her 4. For be that as yeckoned among the reſt of the llaing 
hath bope.For aliue dog is better then a dead hun. 

For he tharisreckonedamong the reſt of the lung hach 
— hope left of better happe, and as we ſay in ee . 
r lue dug is ta be preferred before a dead x 

Abe; 


Ven. ee they fbal dye: hut the 


| nothing: nejther bane ls AED For their memorie 15 
For che buing in a deede know that cheir ile mall not laſt 


but inchen meane time they enioy life, ànd che conſi- 
of their mortallity is able & ought to inſtru them. 

But the dead, a are once paſt th err 

ſceling nor knowledge of any thing that is here done: 

ther can any thing be added vnto them to mabe FA 

ter. For their memory is buried in det pe forgetfulneſſe. 

D end rey fol hex 0 mer n Fal 

4 no more porriun 

* rs are done = the Sunne 25 

1 hey haue loſt whatſoeuer in this life they Ather loued or 

harcd,and wharfocuer th — after, they haue 


. —. all choſe things, chat are done 
the Sunne. 


Heu. 7. Gor, eat r re joyfallie, end drinks thy wine with 
ow yard 


1 But n thy works be pleaſmg vnro God. 
oy beeing fo, againe I come — put oy 
e Is | 
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happen to all men, at ſuch time and inſuch matter, as 


Ar PARA PHRASE” 

mind whoſocuer thou arr, that leauing thoſe ſecretes that 
are onely in Gods hands, thou be content with thine owne. 
and gape not after other mens finallic that paſſing a« 
way thus lite with acheerefull and quiet minde inthe vie of 
thine owne goods, thou be alwaies intentiue to this one 


ching, chat thou maiſt approoue thy worltes vnto God. 


Hen. B. Al all times let thy garments be ſoinang, and let yo! gl | 
be lacking vpon thine head. | 
And yer I doc not ſimplie diſcommend. ſomething aboue 
that which cucn for bare — mans life cannot be with 
out, for as much ai: God harh for mans ſalce created not 
onely things neceſſarie, but many things alſo toſerue for 
ornament, and honeſt deiight. Ihereforo let euen thy gar - 
ment ſhine, and l. forbid thee not to ſprinckle thine heade 
with ſweete oynements, . ſeeing God of his hberaltic hatch 
graunred them alſo vnto thee. oy 


Wo 84 
Verſe 9. See bfe, tliat is. enioy life, wizbthe 


viſt whome theu 
beta the daies, I ſay, of ti vanitie. For this is thy 7 
life and in thy labour wherein thou trauaileſt under the Sunne. 
If thou one a wife, ſpend with her ſweete cow 
s thing moſt deere vnto thee; all the dayes of 
ich God hath giuen vnto thee. For thou muſt — 
ſor no other matter of this life and of all thy lab ur. 
Verſc ro. M hatſoeuer thine band findeth to doe: das it accordmg 
to thy ftrength.Far there is neither worke nor nnen 
lealge mor wiſdome in the graue, mhe her thou goeft, 11328 
- . Wharſocuer thou knoweſt that thou oughteſt or art bla 
to doe for dilcharge of thy duetie toward God & thy n 
bour, performe i it to thy power and without delay. For 
vncertaine time is at hand, wherein lying ii the ee 
halt be able to doe nothing, no not ſo much as to thinlee 
ching beeing depriued both of all skill to doe, and of all xi 
dome to deuiſe and conſult. d 
Verſe 11. 7 another w 0 Je ee the ſn; den, 
race is not in the ſwi monks harteio the Prong, no nor 
in the wiſe, nor riches in politike men. nor —— in 


but there is. anime & a chaunce bappeneth to almen, that isrhidgs 


bath appointed NN 
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* Abdallmen are OG — — 
over hat a notable point i haue obſerued hae am care- 
fully thinking about theſe maiters : namely that man bath 
40 himſelfe the vſe of hoſa powers either of mind or bo- 
die, which God gaue vnto us; either when we were borne, or 
afterward by labour. As for example neither they that haue 
actiue bodies haue ir in their one hands, to runne: nor ſoul- 
dier to be ſtout & valinnt Vea Sch qugha man-baying thoſe 
qualities yſe them wehyergheprofirethar commeth of them 
is not in his power that vſath em well. Kamera that 
ſometime wiſe men lagks bread,and pojitike mon xicl hes, and 
Akilfull men wich other men. There fore we muſt 
acknowledge that we rec eiue of God alone: the onely giuer 


af euery commodigie &cucryſuccelic,boch the aptnes to do 
a to performe it, and the fruit that om. 
meth of it. | ELF} 
i Voſcta. For mon ala hop eil vut bis ownetimectirae fiſpratbat 
are talen in a hurmeſuli net, & a+ ſmall.birde'which arg ee 
14 


ſnare: as theſe, ſo men, ſays are intangitd in an euili ſume: 
ruſheth vpon them ſudd 


enlig- 010 01 *1} V3 af © 1 
And this is ſo true, that men know not, what wi let all 


them ar this or that time, —— ere ace verycpany vit- 
neſſes. Whome, though they he provigent. Fong yet as 
ſeelie fiſhes are taken in nene ved. ia deſtroy 
chern, and poore birds in the ſnare ynawares, jo, when the 
time appoinced for their .calamiuc'5ommeth.ypon chem, 
it taketh bes in cheir carcleſue ſſe and · when tþ Y dhe 
leaſt of r- 

Perf 13. Yau this — 405 — 7 ſeene * the Fane 
2 mn chat. is, which 1 make mee unt 


And athow oh Gods providence ruleth in all thin; yer 
| dow great vic — is of wiſdome to ſerue Gods prouidence, 
& euen then when ynchankfu)l mon are well dealt by, Lwill 
vat tick egſhewby a meinprable and worthie ex ample, _ 0 

Vierſ. 14. There was a certaine ſmall citie, and in it a few” nen, 
and there came againſt ita great Ng, e. ami built 
Seat fores againſtit. 

74 very mightie King caung pon. mall citie of i 
"ua 2. c 


"ag F 


4 "A PARAPHRASE 
| (cifeundinhcbleed bur with a few citizens, beſieged with 
; a huge atme, & hauing made ſtrong bulwarkes, & other en · 
a een aſſault cities, had caſt a trench about it. 
| F there wat found therein a poore wiſe man;who de 
dhe citie by bis viſdome, but none 1ememibred that man. 
And there was found im it a man, in deede of baſe condi- 
tion (for God, as1 ſaid euen now. beſtoweth his gifts vpon 
whome he will but a man of great i and coun- 
ſell; whoſe wiſe counſel} delivered the cnie from the ſiege. 
But O miſerable vnthankefull men. For among thoſe that 
vere preſeruod by him, there was not one found, who in re- 
membrance uf this ſo great a benefit made any FOCI, ana 


vnto this poore man. ws de 
Verſ: 16, Then ſaide I, viſdhne i betrey- den wh, af 


—_ the wiſdome of the poore be deſpiſed andbie bees 


k abs faide'T; Although this wiſlome in the pooretnan 
} r ſed of theſe vnthankefull men, vndthere it no 
| memorle teteyned of that notable fact, yet ĩt is" that 
wiſdome is to be preferred before any rengtho bodies or 
| any other like thing. 
1 Vr. Ther e let the wordes of wiſe men in quiet, tharis, 
1 ſpcakirig peaccablic and talmeh, be beard rather then the crye 
of ime as beareth rule ouex fooles. | 

Got too then, let the orderly and quiet volce of wilt 
men be heard,rather chen the outeries of a ToUnitey man that 
deareth rule among ſuch as are like him ſelfe » 

Verfſ.18. Wiſdome is better then nfiruments of want; ud one 

auerrurneth much good.  * , 

Wiſdome is better then all watreli 5: but contra- 
riwiſe euen one man going awry widppeth kunft es 
thers in moſt extreme miſeries. * 


8 CHAPTER X. 


VERSE r. 4. dead her cauſe the ares fn. 
thecarie to ſtinte and to ſcraule, ſo him that is in 
wiſdeme and glorie, a little — chat is, ſome ſmall fooliſn 
act 
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P ON *ECCLESIASTES. 
V I whoſocuer thou art that haſt well begunne, looke 
well to ĩt that thou continue to the end; for as dead flyes 
make the confection chat is wrought by neuer ſo great Art of 
the Apothecarie to haue a ſtinking ſeumme, ſo a man before 

had in great eſtimation for wiſdome, and commended of 
many, for ſame ſmall faulr yet fooliſhly committed, looſeth 
all his cre dite. ** 


. 
* 
- 
- 


F 


af. 3. The bareof a wiſe nan is ar bis right band: & the hart 


of a foole as bu left hand. | * : 

Ihe hart of a wiſe man in all difficulties inclining as it 
were to his right hand telleth a man what is needeful for him 
to doe: but the mind of u foole is wilfully caryed to the leſt 


hand and euen to euery euill and fond matter. i 
Vo.'erſ. 3. Moreouer inthe way wherin a foole walſeth, his hart fai- 


_ teth, and be telleth vnto all men that be is a foole. | 
And they that haue once entred into the way thar follie 
haue ſhewed vnto them, not onely doe not marke that they 
are out of the way, but alſo in deed & word, as it were with a 
loud voyc e doe more & more teſtiſie their madnes to all me. 
Verſ. 4. If the ſpirit of him thut ruleth come againſt :hee, leaue 

dot thy place. For lowlines cauſtth great ſinnes to ceaſe. 
But contratiwiſe continue thou in wiſdome, and there- 


foreſfor example be it ſpoken if his mind be mooued againſt 


thee for anie cauſe who hath rule ouer thee, beware leaſt 
the indignitie of the matter cauſe thee to forget that thor 
art a priuate man and placed in a lower roome. Fora minde 
that cannot be prouoked ſuppreſſeth and reſtreyneth great 
miſchiefes that otherwiſe were like to follow, . 
Vierſes. There is an euil that J haue ſtene under the Sunne, which 
i error that cũmoth forth from the fight of lim that beaveth rule, 
that is, a ſore cul}, ſuch as are comurcd by mighty Princes. 
And chis example is none of thoſe which ſeldome or neuer 
fal out, & therfore wherof there is no neceſſarie vſe. For as 
forthoſe manifold forts of humane ſociety, wherin one bea- 
reth rule to whome the reſt are ſubiect, there is nothing 
more common in mens affaires, thenſwhen euery man hath 
forgotten his duetie) inſolencie in commaunding in thoſe 
that art in authoxitie, I * 
. 1244 6. at 
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char are 88 Aer But vob to eee n 

rhorlti6amongn menis graunted; doc offende worſt of pl ' 
and moſt da —— haue rule ouer 
in feriouts, can hardl 1 their duetie; wir. 
out tlie deftruBtion orat leaſt the ene of cha reſt chat 
are vnder them. nnd bas 

Verf. 20. Fol is placedin great excillentie and auen 
men fete belo re. 1 

Hereof it commerh ofcencimes, that moſt baſe men and | 
ſuch as are not mcete to rule themſe lues, are ſet vp aboue 
other, and aduaunced to principal dignitics and degrees; 
and men indued wih greater gifts both of bodie and mn 
lye as it were-vnder. their feete: ? 

Verſ. 2. Fſame ſeruumti on ee; princes alas 
that is. on foote, s ſcruants vpon the grauud. 

For I my ſelfe haue anale bonde men ſitte on he 
and op men both of n and good ec 
on footre. | 
 Verſ. 8. He that dineeth a pite, ſhall fallinto 3 2 and bm Eo: 
that breaſteth a hedee, ſhall a Serpent bite. 4 
So commonly it falleth out, while no man bang content | 
with his owneJotte, euery man ſeeketh to make his one 

commoditie, by another mans diſcommoditie. But none 
are more diſappointed then theſe ambitious men. For who e 
ſoeuer diggeth vp a pitte for another man, at the ſnal 
fall into it himſelfe, and hoſoeuer breaketh an to 
get into another mans grounde, foal finde a ſerpent Was $ 
will ſting him. | 1 

22 9. Hethatremoneth Homes; ſhall be made fe —— . 
and be that cutteth downe trees, hall be in . 1 
Hiethat diggeth downe another mans w x 
land markes, ihall recciue loſſe by them, and . | 
downe another mans trees, ſhalbe in ſome — et 

them downe, by the goyng awrie of his hatcher./! 2 51 1 

. Vaſ.. 10. If the inſtrument. be dull, —— 
not bene whetted, it will even make ſtrength ſtrong, t ic 
not onely doe no good to him that cutteth, but it wilb ſola» 

bour the ſtrongeſt man that is, that it wil tyre him te noqpro-· 


— + Bay 2 Wen ofdire®ion, chat is, it is it 
| c ſpecially, 
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85 
2 —— — <2 
te RY ho him, 
who when he would cur downe any t ing, taketh a 


. marpned. & wearieth-himſclfe 
e — ee ed, wes = + EL, 
colluncie in him. ihet is hee is no bester, who is Lorde of bis 
tongue, chat is, who abuſcth — he Galt as he liſte, and is 8 
dolkeatiue mana en to ſpeake eullle) 1.7 
I here is alſo — — — hag A GER rolls. vie * 
— r ee e ding the 
rongue that harme- 
full and to be feared, w Get der 1 5 Goh Ben 
out any thing of any man, then a ſerpent that ſecretly bitet 
a man in his way, and gi him no warming, b y his hiſſing, 
3 afro ſwallowe 
hut i 4 , 
—— 2 oak manſo Frame ry ben 
heſpe bs grace in ſpeaking engecn hi 
 alchathewchim.Bor conrarivgle a f. 2 is one 
- bringeth won bin defuntion dure — 0 
er. 134: The beginning ee 
Vu and ihe latter ic 
Fora foole ee "alien —— 
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wards of the mouth far nar guc * 
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yer by pd ha wg any e man 15 
e like ro befall him in time to come. -;..... 
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. 15. The labeur of faole: — — rs Dena I 
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uer atteining to ende, cuen n= men hot being but 
of the right = vp and downe this 


way and — way, ean neuer Seher way ken the citie. 
Pierſ. 16. Hot is thee O Lande, whoſe King is a cbilde; and 
whoſe princes ente in the Morning, that Wes meg the FS 
pleaſures and'ryors'"': ** 

 ButOwnheppicRealme, that arr rated by a King, who 
is a childe, either in age or in vnderſtanding, being Jr re of 
ſenſe andexpetience ? and vhoſe — | 
with pleaſures} which they ought to ne — 
taking counſel. 

Verſ. 17, But O "happie Realm, whoſe ning ate ſome of 
welborne mei chat is borne of noble and 
tours. and whoſe privieet ate in due time, 
rorefreſh che boche, ane no: for good flap e. 
vor fer fler 4 | 

But enero howblefſed a dominion art ha he | 
haſt a king of noble progenie and princely: vertues, e 
ſober princestake mente in due ſeaſons, not to pamper the 
bellie, but to refreſh the bodie that it may be Rrong and fire 
br ey be roofs fllgh 4 

Verſ. 18. By fie the yoofe 10 and by 

dome, ng is, tdlenes, of *be bandes the | bouſe 
droppeth, that h, is rotted with the eueſdropping. 
br the negligence of llouthfull perſont, the roofe of the 
houſe, by little and ; little goeth to decay, and, when the 
tyles are broken ; and the eues boordes decayed, by the 
| ydleneſſe oftheflourhfull owners chat fitte with one hande 
2 2 9 — the houſes rotte. * 
& 39. mate bread for- lawghter, wine 
ot rs bife , and money anſivereth, that is, contenteth all | 


e — ——— 
to the ende they may ſee ene 
ide e bakers bake bread for be e che cookes 
dreſſe al kinds of meat, chat by feeding without al care men 


may pamper the belle, in the other ſide, wine in ä 


gh 1 3 "EE . 4 2 
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— out. , ed to make them mejrie, hoo 
therwiſe would not thinke their life to be any life. And: + 
becauſe theſe thinges can nor bee gotten; but by. money 
which raigneth like a Queene, therefore this is the com · 
mon „ ee ND 0 e 
which, at do poſſeſſe.chinke t call chinges. 

. —— nut in thy thought, and 
deſbiſe not a mightie man, no, not in thy inner chamber. For 
a byrde of beaxen, that is, that flyeth in the ayre, ſhall carrie 
the voyce, the fearbered foule, Liay, Hall declare the woerde, that 
is, what thou didſt ſay. 

— ———— Naehe ne in diene 
— by whome they might and ** ht to bee re- 
ſtrained, and brought into good order. ou, who, as 
I haue ſhewed, muſt rake a farre . — although 
thou doe ſeruc that King, in whome, theſe or anie the like 
faultes doe raigne, yet remember to vſe diſcretion, and, 
though . it be to thy ſelfe alone, yet ſpeske na otherwiſe of 
him. then his authoritie requireth, becauſe God hath fer 
him, ouer thee, and his authoritie is from the Lord God. _ 
although he vie iramiſſe, yer, is it lawful] ſonthee to ſ 
thy place, that is, thy priuate condition, and that duetic thot 
thou oweft vnto him? Nay, if thou doe otherwiſe, be ſure, 
that albeit thou haue ſpoken it, where no man can bewray 
thee, yet the very birdes ſhall rather bring it vnto rr 
thou ſhalt carrie it away ſcotfree. 


8 CHAPTER. XI. 


Vie. 1. Ca Foe the. A he? 
| 25 n the Waters 2 emed, bes, For in wn, that 


—— n and pee e 
Ne 


W. eee hav ben Begoche 
ang che righ nion ing of thoſe god 
- Godhath — mee Arr vie of L 
haue you thus to vnderſſande me, that euery man beare in 
minde, chat hee mas baum noe one 
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himſelſe and tho 


that belong vnto him, but alſo to relieus 
che neceſſitie of anie ſtrangers whatſoeuer, as farre as het 
is able, not following their example, who thinke it caſt a- 
way, wharſocucr they beſtowe vpon poore ſtraungers, or 
like againe. For 


anie who can not recompenſe them 
one, not ſtanding 


5 
* 


contrariwiſe I commatinde, chat cuery 
vpon theſe pretenc e, which moſt men vſe to make for 
their couerouſneſte, diſtruſtfulneſſe and hardneſſe of heart, 
ſhoulde rather caſt of their ſubſtance downe the ſtre ame. 
that is, hauing no regarde of vntoward excuſes, which 
hinder the duetie of charitie, for I am well aſſured. that. 
whac hee thinkcrbto bee loſt, hee ſhall- at the length finde 
there layde vp; where he ſhall rec eiue it againe with great 
aduauntage, '.: * 17 2 2137 | JE 

- Verſe 2. Giue a portion, that is, diſtribute of thy goodes, 
to ſe iuen and alſo to eight, becauſe thou hnoweFft not euill 
hall be wpon the earth, that is, howe great want may come. 

1 forbidde rhee alſo, when it ſtandeth vpon helping of o- 
thers, to thiuke 'vpon ſparing. Nay rather I counſayle 
thee, without raking too ncere and. too ſtreight an account 
of the number of the poore, to affourde thy helpe not onely 
to one, but euen to ſeauen or eight, if occaſion ſo require: 
2 1 haue rich men in beſtowing their liberalitie, to 

regard not onely of the preſent want of the poore, but 


alſo to prouide for them in time to come, as not kno 
whether ſome harder times be like to fall vpon them Mu 
leſſe ought rich men to pinch in their liberalitic, for feare of 
ſome fathine that pefaduenturemgy cee. 
Ver. 3. If thecloudes be full of rayne, they wilt powre it pin 
tbe earth, and if a tree fa'l, that is, the fruite of atreg,, towarde 
—— = the North, towarde what place ſoener it fulleth, 
G1» 4 7 . 3: ring 
Therefore, followe thoſe full cloudes, which: water the 
earth by pouring out raine euery where, without making + 
ny difference: and thoſt bountifull trees, whoſe fruite, w 
fide ſocuer it ſalleth on, whether on the South or 
North. fedethbotithe one and the other 
erſe 4. He that obſerneth the winde, (ball not ſawe, an 
bethat regardeth the cloudes ſell nat ncape. 4 4211522 haim 


ure hy, 


* 


1 harueſt; — — — — yi 
therefore that vo lingering, pretending the name of wiſe 
dome let thee from this dutie; neither be like vnto the m, of 


whome one ſort looſeth the ſeed time, while they waite for a 


vinde, others miſſe of harueſt while they rary ſor a more fir 
opportunitic from the cloudes. 
Vier 3. ——— & thi weyeſthe wince; and 
a5 thou knoweſInor the bones in the wombe of ber that js wirh child: 
ſo thou norte not he norke of Ged, that worketh all things. \ 

Rather cemmit thy ſelfe and al that thou haſt to the pro» 
uidence of God, the — and times hereof, there is no 


cauſc for thee to maruell though thou canſt not atteine vn · 


to, conſidering _ thou knoweſt not the way of thewinde 
thatbloweth cuery day, and howe the bones growe and are 
hardenod in the 1 of a women that is great with child. 
Nowe then art thou able to reach vnto the force of Gods 
wer that worketh all things? 

Verſ. & Sow thy feed betimes in the morning, and in the exen- 
ing let not thine-band veſt for thou knoweſt nos whether Hall bee 
good this or that, or whetker both ſhalbe alike yood. 

Euer time | fay is ſeaſonable to beſtow a beneſite. Ther- 
fore in the morning ſowe this ſeede of bountifulnes, and let 
not the euening ſinde thine hands idle. For thou knoweft 

not whether of theſe two will be more gaine full vnto che, or 
whether thou ſhallreape an harueſt ofthem both. 


.CHAPTER XII. 


V 6 K 5 E. r. Sure be i facet, and it i good for rhe ets 
| to ſeethe / une. 

F,. nally, that Emay arthe le nett make an end of ſpeaki 
for this matter thus I conclude'; Surely the light of hy 


cies vpon this light of the Sunness) * 


Verſ. 2. But if-amanliue manic yes, nit in n eie 


and yet remember the daies of davimies, bus they are many. what= 
 foener ſhall befall him, be will hinks is vanitie, 


Bun F a man liue verie long & as pleats erty navy 


life is ſweet, and it is a very pleaſant thing to Tooke wich the 
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be yet ifhe remember how great part of his life he hath paſ- 
Jed wich care and griefe, as it were in darkenes ouer ſhadows 
ing the light of his life, and compare the time of chat his 
long life with the ſpace wherein being dead he ſhall lie in the 
darkenesof the graue, ſurely he will thinke, that wharfoe- 
uet ſweetnes he felt in his life 4 was but vanitie induring for 
a ſmall time. | 
.... Veiſ, 3. | Therefore reioiced young man in the daies of thine 
yauth,and let thine hart cheere thee, that is, take thy fill of whats 
locucr pleaſures thou likeſt: aud walke in the waies of thine 
oon hart, that is, ſo order thy life as thin one mind (hall 
cougcell thee: and according to the ſigbs of thine eit, Zus know 
that Pr all theſe things God will bring thee to judgement. 
Oo to2naw thefcfore ye young men(for 1 thinke I oughe 
elpeciallie to ſpeake to theſe, whome aboue all other the de · 
ceitfull ſhadow of this life doth beguile) and ſay, and ſpare 
not, this our youth will ſhortly end, let vs ſpend it inioy; let 
vs runne ouer this time of our youth, merrily aud as we our 
lelues like beſt. Whatiocuer pleaſerh our eies, chat let vs 
deſire. But ſ young mau vhoſoeuer thou art, theſe are the 
things, for which thou maiſt be ſure thou ſhalt be brought ta 
Gods iudgement ſeate to anſwere for them. | 
. Veſ. 4. Rather. tate away wrath, that ia, ſuch things as 
prouoke the wrath of God from thine heart, and turne away ca · 
lamicie from thy fleſh, that is, from thy ſelfe. For childhood and 


3 11 
* 92 a 


0 = TP. 
„ 
7 A ; —_ 

* 


* 
BS 


youth are vanitie | 

But hat is more fearefull, then to be brought before the 
udgement of almighty God there to be condemned: There- 
fare [ce rather, that all thoſe things be farre from thy mind, 
that may prouokethe wrath of God, and turae from th 
ſelfe chele puniſhments. For the flowre of this evoked 
ſoone vaniſh away: and that will ſtande for euer which hee 
ſhall * . on thee, . 25 20 FO \ "Mn 

Fei. J. And remember thy creator inthe dates o * 4 
before the daies Aru on the — draw neere, of” 4 
which thou maieſt ſay, I no pleaſure in 4 

And chou ſhalt in this ſort prouide for thy ſelfe, if in thy 
very youth, and before that miſerie come which vetie age 
bringeth vpon the, and the number of thy yeares increa · 


ling, 


| i 


* Moone, nor the ſtarrer, nor the cloudei.returne after raine. © | 


Hall bow themſelues /and the grinders fhaliceeſe, bicauſe theyſoal 


keth vp in the gi 


vo N ECCLESIASTES. 
u com to that point, that euen thine owneli bee 
3 vnto thee, thou ſer alwajesbefore thy u q both 


power and en of thy ereatour. 


wrt 6. Niles theſunne is not darke, nor the light nor the 
I ſay, before thine eies be ſo dimme that the moſt 
Sunne, the Moone and the. ftarres cannot be diſcerme js 
thee, and thine eies beeing bleared, one Mg rn 
downe into them vpon another. 
Verſ. 7. lune dale, that is, Wenne; e ne 
that is, the proppes, of *betbouſe ſhall ſhake, and the firony men 


prong and ebey waxe darie thas looke through the wa 
$1157 
Euen then when thoſe two poſtes eh atis, the two legges, 
chat beate vp the bodie as it were che vpper building of the 
houſe) ſhalkrretmble and faint : and mens raines that were 
before verie ſtrong,” ſhallſtoope, and hauing loſt thy teeth 
2 ſhall not be able to che thy meate, being both 
der fewer and for Arengrhweaker, ond che apples of 
4 cies,which our of the hollow places of thine ties as out 
of windowes bebeld all things) thar came in the waic, bee o- 


ucrſpred wich darkenes. 
Vf 8. And the' be Put withthe fel 
and the old man ſball rife as the voice of ibs 


Cares wirhous al 
of rhe grinding 


"bird, amd all the daughters of ſanging ſha! be abaſed: thatis, the 
inſtrument of thevoice ſhall nomore ing. bur vreer aſmall 
and low ſound. 
And thoſe wo leaues, to 9 Sullfeurſethen 
a way forthe voice: and the gummes ſha] make a verie {mal 
noiſe in cating: and the olde man ſhall bee awakedwith the 
leaft voice of 'a birde;, the throte and other inſtrumentt of 
the voice, thar were vom "oy tweerhe, ſhall make a flen- 
derand lowſomnd;.” | - : 
Verſe . und ile chat 2 talbeaftuiteof, * 
bigh thing, that is, > little tone, or other thing, that ſtic · 
ground, whereon they grow, and zerroursſtall 
be vnto them in —— waie : and the almond tree ſbal bud; and ibe 


graſebopper fhall be a burden vnto mon and the appetite (hallbee 


def reyed, 


o 


WT” 5x" PARA. F 7 2. 6 
ini becauſe man rote bouſe ages | 
The fecte ſhall go:as af "choy rrere enters fall ad 
he afraide of euerie litle ſtone that ſticke th vp: when the 
ring driuech away theſharpe winter, che almond tree in- 
| deeds fhallbud, and the graffi ſhall burſt with fin- 
3 old man ſhalt loth all things, haſting co returne 
his long home and even nom waited for of the mout · 

nere. — in the ſtreete. 
to. So lens a the ſaner cord is vet tntied, nor the yo 

dead r the wheel broken above the cifletn. | 
See; Iſay, ind loobe to theſe things thou young man, be. 
8 breath be vnticd, 
Was den diſh of the heart be broken, wherein the ves 
rie vitilbipirice is'conreined: and the braine our of which as 
out of a water pot the yapours being diſſolued fall downe 
into the ſtamacł as into a welleto conelude, before that con: 
tinuall going and commingof che vapours which riſing out 
of che body aſcend vpward. and from thence againe diſcend 
into the "x wer fart at iewiro into acifterne y bring — 
death doe follow. 

Verſ. ft. And before thed uſt. Ate: eb wa, nd 
abe ſdirit returne to God chat gaue it. 3 

When the bodie ſhall — fines vhene ned n as 
eaken, and che ſpirit go backe vnc God from v 1 
' Wenſ. 1 . Vanitie of RT vaine, the 
Preacher: all things Ia, ere vanitie. on 
Therefore that is moſte true wherenichThetanit 
_ to witt, that all — 2 in this worlde; areflining.and 
tranſitorie, and full of moſte vaine vanitie. 
uz. —— more wiſt the Predcber war, he did wore: 
over teach the þ and made them bearken, that is, 
t foorth him 2 to be heard, and ſearched, that in, gaue 
455 ſelfe wo ſearch our dag. and ſes in order mani po 
There are alſo other chin 
wheredy according to that wiſdome whe rewith 


n men it l 


goa befide and thoſe nota are ol 
God hath 


ep. 
pexeth 


(+ E 14. For the Preacher ſauglu to fnd onrwerdeaf tos. 


e 


W 


are to ba beſired, axd 0 rin an vprightres woes 


deſited, . were chi ſlie to be te- 4 


| er all, which will never. be the minde, but fill it with 
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1 ee . very careſull to teach ven 9 


make you underſtand. 92 had ſouid out by dil 
gent ſearch, for which vſe alſo I vritt verie manic notal 
ſlie gathered together. 


that is hee rooke paines to find our ſuch things, as wort 


truth. Ae c 
And in this e J propounded} rom myſelf ro open that 
vnta you, whereunto as the thing of all other moſt to bee 4 


ferred: I meane j to deliuet᷑ vnto you written in. this 
* and cerien opinion of the n the ſoucraigng, 
2 
: Ver. 15. The LAY of the wiſcare, 40 goal & as nailes faſt- 
ned the word: of the author of the collections, that is, uf them 
whom they were gathered which arc delizered by one paſtors, to 
wit, by God that only gonernour of his Iſraell. £4 
For the admonitions of — men are as 28 whereby . 
both the flayrhſyllare pricked lers ige they that runne | 
of their one Ad arc} om N —— pre ſpeed and 4 


2s it were Wi help'o b are driuen in 
deeper and ſtick fa ieh 22 
3 2 7 e chat one Paſtor 
of Iſraell, me a. © 
Verſ. 16 Ther 3 by them; 
17 l ann [ring is a zoileto 
woulde AC IN r. 2 Mme Iimbrace 
83 a father doſh his children, ſoroveſtiytheſe things, chat 
in this matter n no more. Fer chere is no end of 
much writing: en inde of matters a man 
knoweth, the more «choughtes ſhall hee intangle him ſelfe 


ſſe cares, 

Nuß t7. The end of the nord all that of this 
ſernon, and of 1 ae Arete Godend 
| Eph commannomnts rib te whole, — 
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